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Meet the Officers and Staff:                                     Chapter A 
 

 

Chapter Directors: Ray and Angela Taylor 
Assistant Directors: Tom and Marlene White                                                                            

Ride Coordinator: Don Price 

Webmaster\Assistant Ride Coordinator:  Kent Risen 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator:  Dean Miller                                                      

Treasurer:  Beverly Decker-Blunk 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Risen 

Pin and Patch Coordinator:  Miles Finley Justice 

Shirt Coordinator:  Brenda Snook 

Couple of the Year: Kent and Karen Risen 

Individual of the Year:  Miles Finley Justice 

 

Louisville Ky 

September 2022 

 

Director’s Track 
Ray & Angela Taylor              Chapter Directors 
 
As Chapter A we do a lot of riding which is what most people join a riding group for.  We are 

currently heading to Arkansas to ride the Ozarks.  The main factor to keep in mind while group 

riding is safety and proper procedures. 

 

As most of you know we recently had an accident while on a guided ride at the Kentucky Blast.  

There were things that were done right at the accident scene and there were some things that were 

done not so right.   

 

With that in mind, Don and I decided that we should update our accident procedures and provide 

a refresher class for all our members.  This class will include procedures but we will also have an 

accident scene simulation so we can put the procedures into play. 

 

We look forward to having everyone learn from this education because it is a valuable tool when 

accidents happen, and they do happen.  If everyone is more prepared and educated about what to 

do in the unlikely event of an accident on one of our rides we can certainly improve and strive for 
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the most positive outcome. 

 

Please enjoy your riding but always keep safety as the foremost concern while on a ride. 

 

Take care and we look forward to being on the road with you. 

 

 

 

Assistant Chapter Directors  Tom and Marlene White 
 
Why Education You May Ask! 
 
I remember back 50 years ago when I first studied to obtain my 
motorcycle operators license. Like with any license test I was 
provided a book to study to obtain my learner’s permit. In a few 
weeks I took my test and received my permit. A short time later 
after weaving thru a few cones and coming to a couple of abrupt 
stops I was congratulated and issued my motorcycle operator’s 

license. For me that was the extent of my training. From then on it was a gradual process of 
moving up from one bike to another, trail bikes, motocross bikes, my first big bike, a 650cc, and 
then on to a 750cc that I rode for many years. As I got older, I moved on to some bigger cruisers, 
Yamaha, Suzuki, Harley, and eventually to the Honda Goldwing 1800cc trike that I currently ride. 
 
During the early years of this process, I had zero training to prepare me for my newest and 
bigger ride. I believe this is likely the process for most all of us, however, this can be a recipe for 
a problem. I am going to skip a lot of thoughts here and get straight to a couple of main points. 
First, often we will find someone who has been riding for a short time that will decide to 
purchase a large heavy bike. My 2-wheel Harley and Goldwing weights were both between 900 
– 1000 pounds. This feels and operates nothing like my 650cc or 750cc. Second, I had no 
experience and no training with a larger bike. What I did have was the typical tough guy attitude 
of “No problem…I’ve got this!”. I’m going to skip so many comments here as I am sure you can 
certainly arrive at your own conclusions and get straight to the main point. 
 
Rider and Co-rider education is important. I have ridden every kind of bike imaginable in my 50 
years of riding and rode in most situations that I can think of. Still, there were many times that I 
was not completely prepared for what was about to happen. In the last few years my wife, who 
is also my co-rider, and I have taken a couple of rider education classes together. These classes 
have been very informative for both of us as we have learned techniques to apply when faced 
with potentially dangerous situations. In addition, these classes have helped me feel more 
confident in hopefully protecting both me and my co-rider. Looking back, I see where I should 
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have taken rider education classes much earlier in my motorcycle journey. 
 
Rider education and safety training should be one of the first things we think of when 
purchasing a motorcycle. We at “Derby City Wing Riders, Louisville Chapter A” believe in 
educating ourselves as much as possible. Our Chapter Director often speaks to us concerning 
safety protocols and provides situations and solutions for us to learn from. We want to set a  
good example to those around us and to those who may follow in our footsteps by becoming 
responsible motorcyclists. We are so encouraged to learn that the Kentucky District is dedicated 
to continuing to promote and encourage motorcycle safety and awareness education. If you 
have never taken a motorcycle training or safety course, or maybe it has been many years since 
you have, I encourage you to take that step and take one. It could save your life or that of 
someone else! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ride Coordinator       Don Price 
 

 
 
 
 
Assistant Ride Coordinator         Kent 

Risen 
 

An important but often overlooked item included in a motorcycle ride is a form of emergency 
ID. Recently I purchased a plastic ID card on Amazon for Karen and I which includes a keyring 
fob with directions for emergency responders. Important information to include is: 
 
• Name 
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• Address 
• Emergency contact – e.g., spouse, sibling, close friend 
• Emergency Contact's phone number 
• Any medications you're taking 
• Preexisting medical conditions 
• Any Allergies 
• Any other pertinent information 
 
Don and I will be carrying extra ID cards and pens on future rides, please let one of us know if 
you need an Emergency Medical ID card. 
 

 
 
 
 

Membership Enhancement   
Dean Miller                                                             

 

I love the old saying “one man’s trash is another man’s treasure” and always enjoy 

tinkering with and re-purposing discarded items. A couple of weeks ago someone asked 

me if I had a favorite motorcycle. Of course, that got me thinking. I’ve had a love of 

motorcycles ever since I can remember but I didn’t learn to ride until my late twenties, so 

I’ve only owned a handful of bikes, and to be honest I’ve loved them all with my current 

GL1800 trike being at the top of the list. However, if I had to pick one ride it would be the 

VW trike with a Honda front end that a good friend and I put together. I’ll be honest here 

and say that he did most of the constructing while I was responsible for the design and 

part procuring. I learned a great deal from both him and the build and it was an 

experience that I will cherish for a lifetime. It’s amazing how the love of riding 

motorcycles can bring people together in so many different ways. 
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                                     Chapter Visits:  
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Saturday, August 20th                                      Past Rides 

Chapter A took a ride to Brandenburg, KY.  The first stop was the 

General Store and the next stop well…………………  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter A wound up in the jailhouse with a few of our extra special 

characters who got put in the hot seat!!!!  
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They must’ve all made it out ok though because they look like they were 

celebrating before their last stop at Cake moms!! 
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From the Editor’s desk    Karen  Risen  

Hello All,   

Thanks for the continued submission of articles 

for our Newsletter!  Every month you guys 

inspire me with your great articles.  Keep them 

coming please and thank you!! 

 

 

 

KY DistrictNewsletter:http://www.gwrraky.com/newsletters-page/ 

 

 

 

2022 Chapter A Future Rides and Event Schedule 
 

 

October 1st Union Restaurant and Game Yard   
Come join all the Kentucky Chapters for a fun day of games, food, 

socializing, and fun at Union Restaurant and Game Yard in Jeffersonville, 

In from 11am-??  For more details and riding routes for each Chapter see 

KY District Facebook page under Events or contact Don Price Ky District 

Ride Coordinator!! 
 
You can find more information for future rides on Chapter A’s Facebook page and on the 

Kentucky District’s Website: http://www.gwrraky.com or the Kentucky District’s Facebook 

page: GWRRA of Kentucky  

Member’s Page and on the GWRRA National website:  http://www.gwra.org.  

http://www.gwrraky.com/newsletters-page/
http://www.gwra.org/
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Kentucky District Events: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Kentucky Blast District Rally was held August 25th-27th 2022 
The Kentucky Blast was held this year at the Showroom in Danville, Ky.  I 
can’t say enough about all the planning and hard work that went into 
this event.  What a great success and FUN TIME!!  From the education 
courses to the games and prizes, to the COY selection, the Friday night 
Luau, the Advanced Rider Course, the Trike Course, and the Medic First 
Aid course it was a blur of fun, learning, discussion, riding, eating, 
visiting, and all around GREAT TIME!! 
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Chapter A you sure make us proud!! 
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KY Crossword Challenge Winner: 

 

 

 

 

 

               

                     
                                   ARC Course Grads 

 

 

 

 
TRC Course Grads 
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Great News for our Trainers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 16  

Watch Chapter A Derby City Wing Rider’s  https://chaptera.org for 

weekly dinner, movie, and upcoming weekend rides!! 

Chapter A Monthly Meet!!  

2nd Saturday of the Month 

Roosters 10430 Shelbyville Rd 

Louisville, KY 40223     

11amMeeting begins at Noon.  

 
Chapter A has new business cards!!  See 

Assistant Chapter Director, Tom White if 

you need any!!          

 

 

 

Chapter A did not meet in September due to a large number 

of members on our annual bike trip! 
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Marble Game Winner:   had the winning ticket for the Marble 

game but did not draw the winning marble. $872.00 is up for 

grabs next month!! 

 

 

 

        50/50 Winners:  

  

1st Place Winner:    

 

2nd Place Winner:   

 
(Thanks to all who played!) 

 

 

Chapter A’s Next Meeting Saturday October 

8th!!!! 
 

   

Birthdays: 
 

Ray Taylor September 9th 

Kent Risen September 11th 

 

 

Anniversaries: 
Kent and Karen Risen October 13th 

Ray and Angela Taylor October 17th 
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District Rider Education Director  Rider 

Education Report  

 

 
I hope everyone who attended the 2022 Kentucky Blast had a 
good time.  As you may have heard, the Rider Education Program 

(REP) is continuing unchanged through the end of 2022. All the 

courses and seminars are still available to be taught and can still 
be added to your records in the Rider Ed database.  It is now really important to 

complete the appropriate form for any addition to your record.  I am happy to send 

you the form you need electronically, or by mail if necessary, and I can assist you 
with its completion.  The pins and patches associated with completion of the various 

courses are still available from me.  Just let me know on the form what you want and 

are entitled to and I will get them to you. 
 

I just attended a Zoom call on August 22nd with the Rider Educators from our area, 

and led by Susan Huttman, the Director of Rider Education.  As I understand things 
at this time, continuing your education within the Rider Ed program will not be time 

wasted.  You will receive the immediate benefit of the information you learn today, 

and the credit given in your database record will continue to be relevant moving 
forward, even beyond the end of 2022. 

 

 
Richard Artmayer 
KY District Educator 
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            Chapter A’s Couple of the Year:  
Kent and I participated in the District Couple of the Year selection process at the 
Kentucky Blast with John and Mary Eicher of Chapter G.  We want to say thank 
you to Lisa and Allen Merritt for Coordinating the selection process and the 
Kentucky District for having it considering the recent closing of GWRRA. We also 
want to say what great role models our KY District COY, Dave and Roxie are and 
our own 2021 Chapter A COY Danny and Bev for setting such great examples by 
having fun, being involved, and serving the Chapters and the great state of 
Kentucky.  It was these exact qualities that made Kent and I want to proceed to 
the District level.  We are both very honored to be the new Ky District COY.  The 
theme of our Ky Blast was “hawaiia doing in Kentucky”, well Kent and I Iearned 
the answer.  Chapter A and the other Kentucky Chapters along with our Kentucky 
District are doing just fine due to the hard work and dedication of all it’s great 
people!! 
 

 
 
                        All dressed up and ready to go! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 A quick picture before we 
started the Selection Process.  
Good Luck everyone! 
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Our Judges:  Gary and Patti Hamilton, District Directors of Tennessee, Woody and 
Carol Whitlock, Former Georgia District Couple of the Year, and Dennis and Jan 
Peterson, former Tennessee District Directors.  Thanks to everyone for being so nice 
and putting us at ease.  We had a short interview process with them Friday evening 
and then the Selection Process first thing Saturday Morning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                                                                                                        
Brian and Loretta Richards 2021 
from Tennessee and the 
International Couple of the Year 
Southeast Territory 
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Look at all the support!!!  You guys ROCK!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And More medals Ya’ll!! 

   WE DID IT!! 
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                                             Smokey Report 

We enjoyed spending one last time with 
Smokey at the Blast, but he was adopted by 
John and Mary from Chapter G who had the 
winning ticket at the Closing Ceremonies.  We 
did get a little consolation prize that looked like 
a Baby Smokey.  We are happy Smokey has 
finally found his home!   
 
Also, Chapter K’s couple of the year, Greg and 
Marilyn Leslie won the Griddle of the Year.  Kent 
and I had a great time chasing Smokey in 2022 
and can’t wait to introduce the new Kentucky 
Mascot at the District Ops meeting in 2023 and 
start spending time with the new Chapter 
Couples! 
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Chapter A’s Individual of the Year:   
 

Miles Finley Justice 
 
The last weekend of August certainly turned out to be awesome.  The 
Kentucky District Staff – particularly District Directors Rick and Leah 
Cridlin and Newsletter Editor and creative genius Donita Nardi - did an 
outstanding job of planning, organizing, coordinating, and hosting The 
Blast – the annual District Rally.  The venue was fantastic with plenty of 

space for folks to spread out and have multiple activities going simultaneously.  From vendors 
to chapter challenges, to casual games and Wingo, to guided rides, there was truly something 
for everyone.   
 
One of my favorite parts of a rally (other than visiting with old friends and making new ones) is 
group riding.  Although we had two outstanding rides planned by our District (and Chapter A) 
Ride Coordinator Don Price, the second one resulted in a crash that injured one of Chapter A’s 
newest members.  Thankfully, he is expected to make a full recovery from the injuries he 
sustained, and his bike only suffered minor damage.  However, it was a startling reminder of 
how quickly a relaxing ride through the countryside can turn to tragedy.  This incident 
demonstrated the need for training and preparedness in dealing with a crash or other issue 
when on a group ride.  I was riding Drag for the group and knew from previous safety briefings 
by our Chapter Director Ray Taylor and Don that I was responsible for stopping with the 
downed rider, assessing the situation, radioing to request additional assistance if needed, and 
contacting emergency services if required.  However, it was the first time in the 2+ years that I 
have been riding with the group that something like this happened and things probably did not 
go ideally at the scene.  Ray and Don plan on doing a debrief with the Chapter in the near future 
to access how things could have been handled better.  I also wanted to find additional resources 
to improve our preparedness for such a situation in the future.  I went online to the former 
GWRRA University and located a few training courses that would likely be beneficial to any 
participant in group riding including – Motorcycle Crash Scene Response, Team Riding and the 
Road Captain Course. 
 
Additionally, I joined some of my fellow Chapter A riders in becoming trained in Medic First Aid 
the Sunday after the Blast.  I am heartened to know that the newly created Wing’d Rider 
organization has been working with Lorrie Thomas, the former GWRRA Director of the 
University, and Susan Huttman, the former Director of Rider Education, to continue the 
tradition of focusing on education as an important aspect of the organization.  After my first-
hand experience with a bike-related incident, I am even more aware of just how important 
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education and training are to the safe and successful operation of motorcycles.  On a more 
positive note, the highlight of the weekend was the selection of our very own Couple of the 
Year, Kent and Karen Risen, as the District COY.  Congratulations Kent & Karen – we could not 
be more proud of you two!  Until next month, keep it rubber side y’all!    

 
 
 

Pins and Patches    
Miles Finley Justice 
 
 
Nothing new to report. 
 
 
 

 

Please continue to keep Tim Broadway in your thoughts 
and prayers as he heals from accident injuries.  Tim we 
can’t wait to ride with you again when you’re ready!! 
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To Anyone and Everyone that submitted Newsletter 

Articles this Month!! 
 

KY District Newsletter:  http://www.gwrraky.com/newsletters-p 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gwrraky.com/newsletters-p
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GWRRA National Contacts 
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                          Area Chapter Meetings in the Bluegrass State: 
 
 
  Chapter A                    2nd Saturday of the month @ Roosters, 10430 Shelbyville Rd. 

Louisville KY                         11:00am Lunch.  Meeting begins at Noon.  

40223                                         

 www.chaptera.org 
 

   Chapter C                       3rd Saturday of the month @ Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd. 

    Lexington KY                         11:00am Lunch.  Meeting begins at Noon.             
    40509 
    www.kybluegrasswings.org 

 

Chapter G                         1st Tuesday of the month @ American Legion Post 4, 8385 US                                    

Florence KY                            Hwy42.  6:00pm Dinner.  Meeting begins 7:00pm. 
    41042 
   www.chapterg.org 
 

Chapter K                      3rd Sunday of the Month @ Golden Corral 1320 N Green St 
Henderson KY                           Lunch at Noon.  Meeting begins 1:00pm. CENTRAL TIME 
42420 

 
Chapter S                                 2ND Sunday of the month @ Shoney's, 1046 Executive Dr 

Elizabethtown KY                      4:00pm Dinner.  Meeting begins 5:00pm. 

    42701 

 
   Chapter T                            3rd Saturday of the month Giovanni’s pizza 261 Court St 

Paintsville KY                          Eat at 5pm. Meeting begins 6:00pm.  
41240 
 

   Chapter Y                              1st Thursday of the month @ Majestic Family Restaurant,                                                              

   Mayfield KY                                700  S. 6th Street.  6:00pm dinner.  Meeting begins 7:OOpm  

   42066                                                                                                         CENTRAL TIME 
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Chapter A won the Traveling 
Plaque at the 2022 Blast for 
the previous competition and 
Chapter C won the drawing to 
start the new competition.  

The new Plaque will be 
available at Chapter C’s 
meeting on September 17th, 
2022.  They meet a Roosters 
2640 Richmond Rd, Lexington 
Ky.  They eat at 11 am and 
meet at noon.  See you there!! 
 

 
 

Check out our Webpage: chaptera.org     

 
 
 


