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5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀŎƪ 
Ray & Angela Taylor              Chapter Directors 
 
It is now the time of year that Cyclists have the most scenic and enjoyable rides. The 

changing colors of the leaves create a visual splendor of natureΩs wonders. Although 

the leaves are beautiful, it is also the time that they start to fall onto the roads that we 

are traveling on. This creates great danger for Motorcyclists. The leaves, especially 

when wet, are like ice on the roads, and much concentration is required in order not 

to slip and cause an accident. With this in mind, please enjoy the scenery but be 

careful not to lose concentration when it comes to operating your Motorcycle during 

this time of year. 

 

This time of year also usually requires additional clothing or the use of heated gear. 

Being comfortably dressed and warm adds a lot of enjoyment to the ride. 

 

When riding in colder weather be aware that this affects the body and certain 
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movements can become restricted and slowed down. This requires greater reaction 

time which could possibly result in an accident. It is always better to add clothes in 

the beginning and then remove layers as the temperatures warms up. 

 

This is also the time of year when there are a lot of festivals along with lots of charity 

rides that I hope Chapter A can participate in. In any case, the riding is far from over 

for this year. 

 

Don has been working hard setting up rides for this fall and we hope that you will 

join us on any and all rides.  

 

We hope to see you out on the highway enjoying the great fall weather. 

 

 

Assistant Chapter Directors  Tom and Marlene White 
 
                                  My Water Buffalo 
 
The year was around 1979-1980 and my main street motorcycle 
was a 650cc Yamaha. It had so much vibration that my hands 
and arms would quiver for hours after a long ride. It was clunky, 
noisy, and just not comfortable on a long ride by any means. My 
friend Wes Priddy (currently part of Elizabethtown Chapter S) 
had just bought a brand-new Yamaha 1100 dresser, and man 

was it something. I wanted one so bad but being newly married with a new mortgage money 
was tight and I just could not afford one, so I did what any motorcycle enthusiast would do who 
had no moƴŜȅΧΧΦ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊΦ aȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ Ǝǳȅ 
at work invited me to see the motorcycle he had for sale. He assured me it was a great bike and 
that I should look at it at my soonest, so I did just that. That same night I went to see the Suzuki 
he was so proud of. It was a 1971 750GT (739cc) with 67HP and 56 Lbs/Ft of torque. Sounds 
good I was thinking. Anything had to be better than what I currently was riding. 

 
άLǘΩǎ tǳǊǇƭŜέ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ǎŜƭŦ-respecting 
guy rides a purple bike? Also, it has three cylinders. That just 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΗ 
.ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǿƻ-cycle. That means it will 
smoke just a bit and I would have to add oil occasionally 
(thankfully to a separate tank). I was thinking maybe I 
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should thank him for his time and head back home. Just as I was about to leave. he says, ά[Ŝǘ 
ƳŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘέΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
quiet, really quiet. bƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƻǳŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǉǳƛŜǘ ōƛƪŜǎΣ 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŜǘΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘΤ L ƳŜŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƳƻƻǘƘΦ 
ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘέ L ǎŀƛŘΚ  ²ŜƭƭΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜΧΧƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀŘƛŀǘƻǊΗ bƻǿ L ƪƴƻw how it got its 
nickname. The seller told me that the bike had been given the nickname by motorcycle riders as 
ǘƘŜ ά²ŀǘŜǊ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻέΗ DǊŜŀǘ ōŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜΧΧǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ōƛƪŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘƛƴƎΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
Japanese water-ŎƻƻƭŜŘ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜΦ άaŀȅōŜ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇƛƴέ L ǎŀƛŘΦ Lǘ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
power, it was very smooth and very, very comfortable. It was very low miles; the price was right 
and I bought it that night. (A side note: Even today among classic bike collectors this bike is one 
of the most beloved and sought after. It pretty much out preformed the other bikes in its class 
that year, and most especially for comfort on long rides.)   
 
Once I got the bike home my mind started racing. It was pretty much just like the one in the 
attached ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǊΦ ²Ŝǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ άŦƛȄ-it-ǳǇέ ǘƻ 
get me what I was looking for. First, we found a used aftermarket white windjammer. It 
attached rather easily, had several compartments and was just perfect. Next Wes found a 
couple of old fiberglass saddle bags. With a little bit of wet-sanding and his painting skills 
coupled with a little engineering magic, suddenly I had a dresser! With the addition of a 30-inch 
sissy bar and a luggage rack I was about ready to go. One thing ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘΧΦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
Very quickly we found a console radio system for the windjammer, AM/FM, cassette system, 
and a built-in 40 channel CB complete with the hand-ƘŜƭŘ ƳƛŎ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ was back then on 
bikes), cigarette lighter, speakers and an external PA speaker. We added a whip antenna to the 
luggage rack and two new tires and I was ready to ride! A few months later Wes and I and his 
cousin Mike rode up to Canada to Niagara Falls, down thru the Carolinas (BRP) and to 
Tennessee and back home. I rode that old 750 for many years and never did anything other 
than buy tires and batteries! 
 
This is how my love of touring started. It was born not so much from the old Water Buffalo but 
primarily from the friendships formed with Wes and Mike and the miles we rode together and 
the fun we had during those early years when we were young. It has been 43 years since that 
first homemade touring bike was clamored together but the love of motorcycle touring has 
never wavered within me, not even once. Even ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ǊƛŘŜ ƴƛŎŜ DƻƭŘǿƛƴƎΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
part of the journey continues to be the relationships we have formed and the time we spent 
together as friends. The time may come when I can no longer ride but the friendships will 
continue. It is the relationships that we are forming here at Kentucky Chapter A and across the 
other chapters that are the real treasure. We love our motorcycle, and we love to ride but we 
love the many wonderful people we have become friends with as a result of riding beyond 
words! Find the links elsewhere in this newsletter and come check us o 
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Ride Coordinator       Don Price 
Chapter A recently completed a 10-day trip to 
Branson, Mo where we stayed in the same hotel all 
week.  This allowed us to have 6 full days for rides.  
We had 8 bikes and a total of 13 people.  Depending 
on the sites or attractions we wanted to visit our 

rides ranged from 27-180 miles per day.  The average day being around 100miles.  
{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇŀŎƪ ǳǇ every day for our next destination, it allowed 
members to explore the area on self-rides on shorter ride days and have their own 
experiences.  In the evenings some of us learned how to play spades and some 
domino game called Mexican Train.  On the Friday before the return trip, we made 
it a free day for everyone to explore Branson on their own.  Some of us got together 
to visit specific restaurants in the area, walk through a local festival/vendor fair, or 
shop around the local downtown Branson shops.  Here are some of the places we 
got to visit: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the ideas we came up with for next year is to maybe spend 2-3 days in one 
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city and then have a travel day to another city to spend 2-3days.  We are bouncing 
around ideas and locations to visit next year so follow us to see what we come up 
with! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Assistant Ride Coordinator         Kent 

Risen 
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Membership Enhancement   
Dean Miller                                                             

 

.Why do you choose to ride a motorcycle (or trike)? Maybe itôs to 

save on fuel costs. Or because itôs easier to find a parking 

space. Perhaps you love camaraderie. Could it be you love the 

feel of the wind on your face? Or letôs be honest, is it simply to be uber cool and possibly 

pick up chicks (or dudes)? 

The reasons people ride are endless but did you know that taking your bike for a spin 

can actually improve your health both mentally and physically?   Most riders would say 

they experience the mental health benefits of riding but a team of researchers at UCLA 

have actually found scientific evidence that shows that while riding a motorcycle the 

bodyôs stress hormones decreased, mood-enhancing endorphins increased, and 

sensory focus and alertness were enhanced. There is also research by a neuroscientist 

at the University of Tokyo and Yamaha that found riding a motorcycle can even help 

prevent dementia. And ladies letôs not forget the study done by Kelton that shows 

women who ride feel happier, sexier, and more confident. Iôm guessing this is also true 

for co-riders.  

The physical benefits of riding are pretty substantial as well and you might not even 

notice that your neck, arms, and core all get a workout. Wearing a helmet and turning 

your head as youôre scanning your environment helps strengthen your neck muscles. 

Working the handlebars and hand controls works your wrists, forearms, and shoulders, 

and by using correct posture youôre helping your back and abdomen get in shape. You 

also burn more calories than riding in a car. 

So, keep all of this in mind the next time youôre tooling along wearing a huge smile and 

youôre on your ride for ice cream, and go ahead and get that extra scoop! 
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                                     Chapter Visits:  
Saturday September 17th 

Some members of Chapter A rode East to visit Chapter C in Lexington 
and ended up getting the Traveling Plaque by default because no other 
Chapters were there.  What a great way to start off the competition of 
the Traveling Plaque!!  After the meeting, we took the long way home 
with lots of great backroads!! 
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 Past Rides 

September 9th-18th Arkansas Trip 

Chapter A made their annual trip focusing on Arkansas this year.  Lynn and 

Julie from Chapter C also joined us.  Highlights of the trip included a National 

Tiger Sanctuary, Peel Ferry ride,  a visit to Top of the Rock and Shepherd of the 

Hills and a ride on the Branson Belle Showboat, not to mention countless great 

eating establishments and 1,755 miles of great riding.  Another Annual trip is in 

the books and a great time was had by all!!! 
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Saturday, September 24th Mammoth Cave Picnic Ride with 

Chapter S   Chapter A joined Chapter S for their Mammoth Cave lunch 

and Picnic ride.  There were some new faces as well as lots of regulars in 

attendance.  David Rock, Chapter Sôs Chapter Director,  led the ride with lots 

of great commentaries and some history of the area.  It was so fun and a 

beautiful ride which included the Green River Ferry crossing, an educational 

caterpillar discovery, a drive-by of an Amish funeral gathering, and lots and 

lots of curvy roads and beautiful scenery. 
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Green River Ferry 
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Hickory Horned devil  was discovered by David Rock 

���D�Q�G���Q�R���W�K�D�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���'�D�Y�L�G�¶�V���Q�L�F�N�Q�D�P�H���I�R�U���3�K�\�O�O�L�V�����L�W�¶�V���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���W�K�H��
�F�D�W�H�U�S�L�O�O�D�U���V�K�H�¶�V���E�U�D�Y�H�O�\���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J������ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Science Lesson: 

 

 

 

 

 


