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Director’s Track
Ray & Angela Taylor ~ Chapter Directors

WOW! It seems like yesterday that it was Fall
and | was dreading the long cold Winter coming
up and thinking that | would not be able to ride
until Spring. In a flash, it is now mid-January
and we have been able to ride a few times which
eliminated the cabin fever. Spring is not far off.
Time sure flies by as you get older.
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Now | must do all the things that | want to do to the Bike and am wondering if |
am going to have enough time to get everything done. I guess that I might have
to have Mike Sanders help me with a couple of things. The main thing is to have
everything done to the extent that I can ride on all the nice days coming up.

It is amazing how satisfying it is to get out and ride and leave all the worries
behind. If anyone would ask me how that they could enjoy life in their later
years, | would tell them to go out and purchase a Motorcycle. There is no
greater feeling than to be riding down the open road with the air rushing by and
enjoying the scenery. It is even more pleasant to have a group of like-minded
friends joining you in this adventure. That is exactly why belonging to a
Motorcycle Group is so important. When belonging to a group, you will always
be assured that you will have someone to ride with. We at Chapter A are not
only friends who like to ride, we are a close-knit family who enjoy the company
of Motorcycle enthusiasts that like to get together for any occasion. Let the
warm_weather come as quickly as possible.

Now that we are associated with Wing’D Riders, | feel that we will have all the
benefits of belonging to a national organization. This should provide all the
elements that we were accustomed to with the previous GWRRA organization.
Our group affiliation should only get better as time passes.

Even though Chapter A has been growing, we as members_should make a point
of inviting any new prospective members to join us and be part of this great_
outdoor sport.

| certainly look forward to 2023 being the best year that we have ever had and
we have plenty of destinations already suggested. | for one am anxious to get
started. Remember to get any additional suggestions presented to Don Price and
we will soon decide how many rides, if not all of them, we can put on the
schedule.

Angela and | hope to see all of you out on the road very soon. Above all, make
sure that safety is the most important aspect of your rides.




Assistant Chapter Directors Tom and Marlene White

It was about 45 years ago and Wes Priddy (Chapter S), his cousin
Mike and myself just finished planning our first long bike trip
north to Niagara Falls, Canada, then down south to ride the Blue
Ridge Parkway. We had wanted to do it the previous fall but the
weather turned cold and snowy so we postponed it. Now it was
the 2nd week of June and the weather was forecasted to be
great! With nothing holding us back and loaded with the
enthusiasm that three early twenty-somethings are full of, we
decided to leave immediately after work on a Friday. We each packed a few clothes, light
jackets, rain suits, a 2-man tent, filled our saddlebags, and strapped the rest on the back. It was
go-time! This is a little synopsis of our trip, maybe a bit mixed-up, but close.

Day 1.) The temperature was in the mid ’‘80s and sunny. We had barely gotten out
of Louisville when my old Water Buffalo started making noise. We stopped on the
side of the interstate for quite a while and finally determined it was the exhaust
equalizer tube gaskets, nothing to worry about but just a little noisy. Just north of
Cincinnati we found a campground and set up in the dark.

Day 2.) We started out early and very soon it started to pour rain. After about 2
hours Wes had a rear flat tire. We made it to an overpass to try to repair the tire
but the tube was trash. A good Samaritan pulling a motorcycle trailer stopped and
donated a tube to Wes. With the tire fixed we started out again. 30 miles later Wes
had another rear flat. This time was worse. A small screwdriver had been left inside
the tire during the first repair. Now the tube had 2-3 holes and there was a hole in
the tire. We were several miles from an exit and it was mid-afternoon. A Hells
Angel rider came by and checked us out. He told me to grab the tire and tube and
jump on the back of the bike with him and we would get it fixed somewhere. That
is another whole wild and scary story, however, | went with him and he took me
miles up the road. We got the tube and tire repaired and he brought me back. Back
on the road again we found a place to camp and dry out. Wow, what a crazy 24
hours!

Day 3.) We made it to NY and decided to go to church Sunday am. We were
soaking wet, cold, and tired but made the effort. We stopped at the first place we
saw. It was quite up-scale | guess, nothing but Lincolns, Mercedes, etc., no old
Chevys or Fords that we could see, and certainly no motorcycles. It was $1200-
$1500 3-piece suits, diamonds, and dresses, and six people sopping wet in jeans
and rain jackets. We had bread bags hanging out between our socks and shoes as
our shoes were soaked and squished as we walked. To say we made quite the

impression is an understatement. They were really nervous when we first walked in
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and wondered if we were in the right place!

Day 4.) Going over to Ontario to see the falls we were stopped at the border. | had
to completely unload everything from my bike. They searched everything. We saw
the falls and came back to the NY side it was still raining on and off, sometimes
very heavy.

Day 5.) It’s started getting cold, | mean cold! We all had to stop and buy clothes. |
had just obtained my 1st credit card, otherwise, we all would have been out of
luck. For gloves, it was heavy white socks and plastic bags. We were all young and
poor. That night we decided to go back to Ontario to view the falls. We pooled
what little cash we had and hired a taxi. The driver was supposed to be back to get
us at a certain time after dark. He was very late arriving....and he was plastered.
Good thing Wes remembered the way back to where we were staying in the US
because this guy may not have made it!

Day 6.) SNOW....yep... SNOW! We woke up in Niagara NY to several inches of snow
early in the morning. Now what? We walked to a restaurant and waited. A few
hours later the streets were just wet so we loaded up and headed south to
Jellystone Campground in Pennsylvania. We drove out of the snow later that day.
That night it dipped down to the upper 20’s......great camping weather....NO!
Thankfully before daylight, the weather started warming considerably, maybe to
the low 50’s by noon, but still raining. This was crazy....it was June.

Days 7 thru 10.) Rain, rain, and more rain, every day, sometimes heavy! The
weather warmed to the upper 50s in the mountains but with lots of rain. We rode
Skyline Drive and the Blueridge Parkway and wound up in Gatlinburg, TN. We had a
great time regardless of the consistent rain. With our rain suits and bread bags we
rode and did everything we had planned, Grandfather Mountain, Linville Falls,
Mount Mitchell, Clingmans Dome, etc., etc., etc. We were not deterred by the cold
and the rain...we were however all young and full of vigor!

Day 11.) The day we rode home....... 70’s sunny and dry. Go Figure!!!

Our first over-the-road bike trip was about 1750 miles filled with mechanical
difficulties, rain and cold nearly the entire time, snow, and also other things | have
not mentioned in this little article, and still, we were hooked! This is just one of
many bike trips that have provided me with cherished memories that | am so
thankful for. There’s just something about riding our bikes and being with friends
that just can’t be explained until you experience it. All these many years later we
are still riding, having fun, and making memories (and nearly all of them are free of
problems like above). Come be a part of the Derby City Wing Riders, ride with us
and start making your own memories! Most of them will hopefully be warm and
dry!




Ride Coordinator Don Price

Finally, 2023 is here and so is winter. And winter is

still upon us. Are you as frustrated as | am wanting

for good weather? Even when you get days where

the temperature is going to be between 40-50 you

must try and remember if salt or brine was put down

recently and if we’ve had enough rain to wash it
away. It’s a never-ending juggle until maybe around the end of March or the first of
April. Hopefully, by then, we will just be worrying about the rain. So, in the
meantime we sit around twiddling our thumbs or endlessly watching TV waiting for
that good weather. However, time flies for all you working folks as your days are
taken up by projects and project deadlines and bosses who want this and that and
want it NOW. Did you know you can get cramps in your thumbs from twiddling so
much and eye strain from watching so much TV? We have it rough as the days just
drag on. | can hear your whimpers of sympathy right now as | write this.

But time will slowly pass and as you continue to work and keep the wheels and
cogs of industry running to keep my retirement in tack, | will be toiling away at
finding new restaurants, attractions, and sites to create rides for you to enjoy in
what little free time you do get. Someone must help provide an outlet for all that
work anxiety you have been building up and look for a release.

A lot of us have been riding together now for over 2 years and we have had a LOT
of fun. Having this camaraderie helps in looking for those adventures | think you will
enjoy and for 2023 | hope | find just the rides you were hoping for.




Assistant Ride Coordinator

Kent Risen




Membership Enhancement
Dean Miller

Out with the old in with the new can be exciting. | know Lora and | are really

excited to see what'’s in store for Chapter A in 2023 and this year has started out
on such a good note already with the wonderful turnout for our annual black-eyed
pea ride and luncheon on NewYear’s Day. As always, the food was great and so

was the crowd.

With the KY Ops meeting coming up along with Chapter A’s own Ops meeting
following soon after things are starting to come together quickly. 2022 was filled
to the brim with so many fantastic adventures so we are definitely looking forward
to the planning out of 2023’s bigger rides and events and are thrilled with some

of the ride ideas that have been put on the table already.




Chapter Visits:




Past Rides:
January 1% Black Eyved Pea Ride to Metro Diner

Good food, good friends, and good weather! What more
could you want on January 1% 2023?!!




From the Editor’s desk Karen Risen

Happy New Year!! | hope 2023 is good to all of
us. Thanks for any and all Newsletter articles
it’s what keeps our Newsletter going. I am
looking forward to what’s in store for us with
our new Wing’D Rider group. Let the FUN
begin!!!!

KY State Newsletter:http://www.gwrraky.com/newsletters-page/

2023 Chapter A Future Rides and Event
Schedule:

March Ops Meeting for Chapter A details coming soon.....

March 18" Rider Accident Safety Class Details coming soon.........

You can find more information for future rides on Chapter A’s Facebook page and on the
Kentucky District’s Website: http://www.gwrraky.com or the Kentucky District’s Facebook

page: GWRRA of Kentucky
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Kentucky District Events:

2023 Upcoming Ky District Events:

KY District Ops Meeting Saturday, February 25 will be
held again at the Boone County Courthouse, Washington St., Burlington,

KY 41005. The meeting starts at 8:30 am and an agenda will be available
in January. All Officers and members are encouraged to attend.

Friday night February 24" there will be a social event at Turfway Park
Racing and Gaming. This facility is owned by Churchill Downs and there
Is both live horse racing and a casino. Post time for racing starts at 5:55
pm.

Saturday night February 25™ after the Ops meeting there will be a
Murder Mystery Dinner event. The cost is $20 per person and will be
catered by Olive Garden. Reservations for this event need to be made by
February 11%.

Please see the Kentucky District/State website for more details
including registration forms and hotel information.
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Rider:

Address:
Phone:

State/Chapter:

The Annual Ops Meeting - A KILLER Good Time

When: Saturday, February 25, 6:30pm - 20pm
Where: Burlington Historical Courthouse, 2988 Washington 5t, Burlington, KY 41005

Who will be a super sleuth?
Will Don make it back from the ride alive?
Will your friends turn on you?
Are you feeling guilty?

Codt i4 $20.00 pen pendon

Murder Mystery Olive Garden Dinner Fee includes:
Create your own Pasta including
Spaghetti, Fettuccini, Alfedo Sauce, Meat Sauce & Marinara
Grilled Chicken, Meatballs and Italian Sausage
Salad and Breadsticks
Drinks & Dessert

Registration Information

Co-Rider:

City/State/Zip:

Email:

Member: $20.00 x Total: %

Make Checks payable to: GWRRA of Kentucky. (Yes, the account has not been changed yet)
Mail Registrations to: Rick and Leah Cridlin, 1601 Drake Ct., Hebron, KY 41048 PH: Bgg-534-5292

I/We agree to conform and comply with the ideas governing this event and we further agree to hold harmless Wing'D Rider, co-

sponsering organizations or any property owner(s) for any loss or injury to self of property in which I/'We may become involved by rea-
son offor participation in the event. |/We agree to assume responsibility for any property which we damage or destroy. 1/We have

read and understand these terms.




Kentucky Ride-In June 2" and 3" 2023 will be hosted by
Chapter T at Jenny Wiley State Park. There is a block of rooms and cabins
set aside at the park with a special rate of $122.45. Be sure to mention

the group code 6249 when you make your reservations Full details
can be found on the GWRRA Ky District webpage.




Kentucky Blast August 17"-19% 2023 will be held at the
Showroom again in Danville, Ky. The host hotel is the Hampton Inn, 100
Montgomery Way, Danville Ky 40422. The rate is $119.00+taxes. Please
mention Kentucky Blast to receive the block rate. The block rate will end
on July 17, 2023, so make your reservations before then. Hope to see you

there!
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October Spook-tacular

The Jack o' Lantern Spectacular is an indescribable event in Louisville, KY. There are 5000
carved pumpkins on display, it is really beyond comprehension. It is at Iroquois Park and the
walk is 1/3 of a mile (scooter/wheelchair/stroller accessible). The cost is approximately
$15.00 per person + fees. However, after the new year I will be calling to see if we can get a
group rate.

We thought this would be a fun social weekend for the district/state to come together for some
low key fun. We would attend the Jack o' Lantern Spectacular on Friday night (13th) and Satur-
day night the 14th, socialize at the campground.

We have reserved campsites and cabins at the KOA Louisville South Holiday Campground
2433 Hwy 44, E Shepherdsville, KY 40165. When making reservations please mention the
Cridlin Group to receive a 10% discount off of the nightly rate. 502-543-2041. Reservations are
a 3 night minimum, October 12-14, 2023. Camping Reservations must be made by January 1,
2023.

For those that don't camp, there are hotels at the exit of the campground. This way the hotel
folks can come visit with the campers for socializing. We did not get blocks, but the pricing is
very reasonable for you to shop which hotel you prefer to stay. Hotel reservations can be
made at any time.

Garden Inn, 130 S Lakeview Dr, Shepherdsville, KY 40165

Best Western 211 S Lakewood Dr., Shepherdsville, KY 40165
Super 8, 275 Keystone Crossroads Dr., Shepherdsville, KY 40165
Motel 6, 144 Joe B Hall Ave., Shepherdsville, KY 40165

If you have any questions, please contact us, 859-534-5292 (h). A deposit is required when
malking reservations at the campground. They are only holding the campsites/cabins until Jan
1st. October is the busiest month of the year for this campground, we were lucky to get this
many sites.

We hope you have interest in joining us. Please let us know when you have made your reser-
vation so we can keep a list of who is attending. If you are local to the area and won't be camp-
ing or hoteling and want to attend the Jack o' Lantern Spectacular please let us know that to so
you can be added for the group ticket pricing.

Watch Chapter A Derby City Wing Rider’s
https://chaptera.org for weekly dinner, movie, and upcoming

weekend rides!!
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Chapter A Monthly Meet!!

2nd Saturday of the Month
Roosters 10430 Shelbyville Rd
Louisville, KY 40223
11amMeeting beqgins at Noon.

Chapter A met Saturday, January 14", We had the traveling
plaque so Chapters C and G were in da house!! Also, we were
glad to have some members from Chapter B in Indiana and some
Chapter A folks we hadn’t seen in a while!!

Rick Cridlin from State/District was there in his awesome Chapter
A shirt!! And Tom had his Chapter A shoes on!! This was our
first meeting under Wing’d Rider. Questions were answered and it
was pretty much business as usual for the start of the New Year!!

1¢




Marble Game Winner:
Debi had the winning ticket but did
not draw the winning marble...

50/50 Winners:
1t Place Winner: $40 Jeff from Chapter C

2" Place Winner: $30 Jeff from Chapter C

Way to go Jeff!!!

(Thanks to all who played!)

Birthdays:
Tom White January 11

Anniversaries:




Chapter A’s Next Meeting will be Saturday
February 11!

State Rider Education Director Rider Education
Report

Welcome to the New Year, and welcome to the new Kentucky State
of the Wing’'D Riders everyone! | am excited to be part of
something so brand new and so open to possibilities.

Now | have a short story to share: The CEO of a large company
was walking to lunch with two of her secretaries. When the CEO tripped on a bottle,
a genie appeared and asked if each person would like to make a wish. The first
secretary excited exclaimed, “I wish | was on a beach on a tropical island.”
Immediately her wish was granted. The other secretary proclaimed, “l wish | was on
a tour of France.” Immediately his wish too, was granted. Being that it was her turn
to make a wish, the CEO exclaimed, “I want both of them back right after lunch!”

So, what can we learn from that story? | think that there are several things of note.
First, we need to always be vigilant and look where we are going. Things happen.
There may be an obstacle appear in our path at any moment. Second, it does not
matter what station we hold in life, misfortune occurs. The choices we make next
can be very defining moments and affect others around us. Education and practice
help us make better choices. Third, sometimes misfortune brings unexpected
opportunity. And finally, sometimes it is good to be last.

Richard Artmayer
KY State Educator
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State Couple of the Year

Happy New Year! Kent and | are excited to see what 2023

has in store and we’ve already had a ride this year on January

1%t. We were actually able to get the bike out and ride to our

annual Black-Eyed Pea gathering at Metro Diner in Louisville.

The day was cloudy but the temperature reached around 60

degrees that day. We could do that all winter! LOL. What a
great way to start the new year!!

We are currently working with some of the District/State staff on revising and
updating the Couple of the Year program. With the ending of GWRRA, we can now
move past some of the rules and regulations they had concerning the Couple of the
Year program. Part of this revision will also include the Individual of the Year so
they can have all the fun and get all the opportunities that the couple has. We will
be introducing the new program at the District/State Ops meeting in February and
explaining all the details so we hope to see everyone there. There will be a new
Couple of the Year prize to try and win AND we will also be introducing a new
Couple of the Year Mascot here’s a hint: He likes to swim............!

Lastly, Kent and | are looking forward to getting to know all the new Chapter
couples and Individuals for 2023. Remember it is an honor to be selected as your
Chapter Couple or Individual of the Year. You are being chosen because your
Chapter wants to recognize you for what you already do for your Chapter. Being
selected does not mean you have “to do” anything more it is a sign of appreciation.
If you choose to participate in chasing the mascot or want to move on to the
State/District level that is totally up to YOU. If you do not, then that is totally fine
too. Kent and | have had a blast chasing the Mascot and are honored and excited to
be District/State couple of the year but we understand that not everyone may want
to do that. It is totally ok YOU BE YOU!!!!

Kent and Karen Risen
Kentucky State COY
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Chapter A’s Individual of the Year:

Now that the winter holidays are behind us, my

thoughts have immediately turned to the new riding

season. The extended weather forecast for the next

couple of months shows a milder-than-usual winter

which will hopefully provide opportunities to ride

before spring. In addition to all the rides we will be
planning and enjoying as a Chapter, | am also looking forward to how Chapter A's
participation in Wing'd Rider will unfold in this inaugural year. There has been
much speculation about how things will change now that GWRRA has officially
closed. But based on what Rick and Leah Cridlin have indicated, we should be
retaining the best aspects of GW while eliminating the less pleasant or overly
cumbersome parts. This seems like a win-win to me, especially since our
awesome Chapter A will continue to be what it has been in recent years - active
and growing. Here's to enjoying the journey in 2023!

Pins and Patches
Miles Finley Justice

No new updates.
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Chapter A would like to express our deepest sympathy to Judy Norris and their
Family for the loss of her husband, Chuck Norris. Chuck was a fellow Wing rider
and a great friend and he will be deeply missed.
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KY State Newsletter: http://www.gwrraky.com/newsletters-p

Team Kentucky

District Directors

Rick and Leah Cridlin

KYDistrictGWRRA®@gmail.com

Assistant District Directors

Dan and Rita Bondurant

|District Educator

Rick Artmayer

ky.de.educator@gmail.com

|University Coordinators

leannie and Buddy McKenzie

trainer@gwrraky,com

|District MEPC

Dave and Roxie Wilkinson

mepc@gwrraky.com

2022 Couple of the Year

Kent and Karen Risen

coy@gwrraky.com

COY Coordinators

Lisa and Allen Merritt

COY Coordinator@gwrraky.com

|District Treasurer

lerry and Luanne Williams

treasurer@gw rral-q,:.mrn

assistant director@gwrraky.com

|District Ride Coordinators

Don and Janet Price

ride coordinato rEgwrra ky.com

|District Vendor Coordinators

Ray and Kathy Conrad

rconrad @wkybb.net

|District Webmaster Roger Early webmaster@gwrraky.com
|District Pins & Patches John Keiter pins patches@gwrraky.com
[District Newsletter Donita Nardi newsletter editor@gwrraky.com
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Area Chapter Meetings in the Bluegrass State:

Chapter A £\ 2" Saturday of the month @ Roosters, 10430 Shelbyville Rd.
Louisville KY \ ' 11:00am Lunch. Meeting begins at Noon.
40223

www.chaptera.org

Chapter C 3" Saturday of the month @ Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd.
Lexington KY 11:00am Lunch. Meeting begins at Noon.
40509

www.kybluegrasswings.org

Chapter G 1st Tuesday of the month @ American Legion Post 4, 8385 US
Florence KY Hwy42. 6:00pm Dinner. Meeting begins 7:00pm.
41042

www.chapterg.org

Chapter K
Henderson KY
42420

3"d Sunday of the Month @ Golden Corral 1320 N Green St
Lunch at Noon. Meeting begins 1:00pm. CENTRAL TIME

Chapter S 2"P Sunday of the month @ Shoney's, 1046 Executive Dr
Elizabethtown KY 4:00pm Dinner. Meeting begins 5:00pm.

42701

Chapter T 3rd Saturday of the month Giovanni’s pizza 261 Court St
Paintsville KY Eat at 5pm. Meeting begins 6:00pm.

41240

Chapter Y 1st Thursday of the month @ Majestic Family Restaurant,
Mayfield KY 700 S. 6 Street. 6:00pm dinner. Meeting begins 7:00pm
42066 CENTRAL TIME
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Chapter G won the Traveling Plaque at Chapter A’s January meeting. It will be
available at Chapter G’s next meeting on the first Tuesday of February at the
American Legion Post 8385 US Hwy 42 in Florence, Ky. They eat at 6 pm and
meeta 7 pm.

Check out our Webpage: chaptera.org

Like Us

Please join/like the GWWRA of KY Member's Page on Face-
book. Here you will get last minute information, news about up-
coming events and chat with fellow KY members.

You will also learn about upcoming rides.




