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       Derby City Road Riders                                    
                  Louisville, Kentucky      

 

Officers and Staff:                                      Chapter A      February 2024 
 

Chapter Directors: Ray and Angela Taylor 
Assistant Chapter Directors: Kent and Karen Risen                                                                      

Ride Coordinator\Webmaster: Kent Risen 
Assistant Ride Coordinator: Don Price 

Membership Enhancement Coordinators: Dean Miller and Miles Justice                                                 

Treasurer:  Brenda Snook 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Risen 

Patches\Shirt Coordinator:  Debi Baldwin 

Couple of the Year:  Tony Johnson and Debi Baldwin 

Individual of the Year:  Chanel Blue 

 

 

Director’s Track                  

WINTER, what winter?  I sure feel sorry for 
those who put their bikes up for 
winter thinking that there would not be 
much riding weather. As a result, we 
have only missed a few weeks of riding 
some time in each week. 
 

If the temperature is above 40 degrees, most of our members will ride. I 
feel comfortable riding at any time the temperature is above 30 degrees. 
I have not used my heated gear once this winter. 
 
I know that we are not out of winter yet, but I would suggest that you do 
some maintenance or repair now. I feel certain that we will be riding 
even more in the last few weeks of winter. 
 



 2  

Our ride today, prior to the Super Bowl was great with some new roads 
that we had not ridden on before. The temperature started out at 46 
degrees with sunshine then got cloudy with the temperature rising to 52 
degrees later in the afternoon. 
 
We stopped at the Whistle Stop, had fried chicken and a bowl of bean 
soup. Great food for a day of riding. 
 
I sure hope that the weather cooperates for next weekend’s ride to 
Lexington. 
 
If you would enjoy a cool weather ride, just watch our Facebook posts 
and come join us. 
 
Hope to see all of you out on the road real soon. 
 
 Ray & Angela Taylor 
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Ride Coordinator         

 Kent Risen 
 
 
Last night we had a dinner ride to Claudia Sanders Dinner House in Shelbyville KY, 
we had a great turnout, sixteen of us. This got me thinking about the many friends 
Karen and I have made over the last few years since becoming active with Chapter 
A. Many good friends in our own chapter but many others around the state and 
US. I’m not sure without programs like the traveling plaque and Couple and 
Individual of the Year mascots we would have made as many good friends outside 
of our chapter. In the end, these programs aren’t about points, which chapter 
receives the plaque, or which couple and individuals keep the mascots, but they 
are a way to push each of us to expand our group of friends. 
 
I hope we can all continue to make these programs a positive part of our 
organization and promote them as we have new members join us! 
 
 
 

Membership Enhancement   
 Dean Miller/Miles Justice            
Happy (Almost) Spring Chapter A!  We are so happy 
to have been able to have our first group ride of 
the season on Saturday, 2/2.  Although it was chilly 
at the outset, it was a fantastic day full of good 
riding, good food and, most importantly, good 

friends.  As promised, we will be running both the Scavenger Hunt and Copycat 
Challenge for 2024.  The February Copycat Challenge photo was shared at the 
January meeting with entries due at the February meeting.  Thanks to everyone 
who participated in the first challenge of the year!   
 
We are still working on the Scavenger Hunt list as that takes a bit of time to 
compile.  Our goal is to have that available for distribution in March.  We are also 
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working on a welcome packet for new members with QR codes that will take them 
straight to Chapter A’s website and the Kentucky Road Rider’s website so they can 
get to know us a little better upfront and see what we are all about. And finally, we 
are working on a flyer for Chapter A that we can take to places we frequent such as 
Roosters, Metro Diner, Cycle Gear, mechanic shops, etc to spread the word about 
Chapter A and hopefully recruit new members. This flyer will have similar QR codes 
to those found in the welcome packet and will display our meeting time, date, and 
location to attract potential new members. 
 
As always, we welcome and appreciate any input you might have regarding 
challenges or other activities that you would like to see implemented.  Our purpose 
is to facilitate all of you – the members – having fun and enjoying your time with 
Chapter A. 
 
Congratulations to Cindy Simpkins for 
winning the $10 Roosters gift card in 
the February Copycat Challenge.   
 
Thanks to all of you for your entries! 
 
 
 
 

                                      March Copycat Challenge Pic 
(Remember in case the weather does not cooperate the March challenge can be 
completed in a vehicle other than your motorcycle) 
 

Farmington Historic Plantation 
3033 Bardstown Road, Lou KY 40205  
Former 550-acre hemp plantation and past home of 
the John Speed family 
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               Chapter Visits:  
 
Sunday 

February 4th Visit to Chapter S 
 
Some members of Chapter A rode South to visit 

Chapter S in Elizabethtown, Ky. The weather was 

cool that day, and they met at 5pm so we knew it 

would be chilly riding home and just drove cars. 
 

2024 Past Rides and Events:   
 

January State Ops meeting                                                    
We had a great 

Ops meeting this 

past month.  It was 

nice to see 

everyone from all 

parts of Kentucky, 

and Chapter A 

was well 

represented from 

the game night 

Friday night to all the great learning and fellowship Saturday 

and the Prom Saturday night!! 

 

Thanks to our State Team and State Director’s for their hard 

work!  We are already looking forward to next year!! 
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                             We look good Ya’ll!! 
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2024 Past Rides and Events(cont) 
 

February 3rd Lunch Ride to Taylorsville, KY 
We were able to take a nice ride to Taylorsville, Ky on February 3rd 

and eat at our favorite Mexican lunch spot there. A few of the 

Slingshot riders joined us as well and a good time was had by all! 
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February 8th Dinner Ride to Claudia Sanders in 

Shelbyville, KY         

Who knew February weather would cooperate again for a 

nice dinner ride?  We had 16 members come out for dinner 

and great conversation! 
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Editor’s desk    Karen Risen 
Chapter A does it again!!  Winner of the 2023 

Newsletter award! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 Chapter Rides and Events Schedule: 

 
September 2024 Annual Trip 
to Niagara Falls, Ontario Canada 

 

Currently in the planning Stages but we 

know it will be AWESOME! 

 

 

All rides listed are tenatative and 

subject to change to due to weather, participation, or availability!!  

Please check with Chapter A or our facebook page for the most recent 

updates and ride information!! 
 

You can find more up to date information for future rides on Chapter A’s Facebook page or 

website: chaptera.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/
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Kentucky State Events: 

 

 

 
 

 
2024 Ky State Events: 
 
 

 

May 31st-June1st Kentucky Ride-In 
hosted by Chapter K in Henderson, KY 

 

 
The venue is Hummingbird Hall, 1040 Market St, Henderson KY 

42420.  A block of rooms has been held at the Holiday Inn 

Express in Henderson, KY (270) 869-0533. The room rate is 

129.99+tax and you must mention that you are with Kentucky 

Road Riders to receive the discounted rate.  Rooms are limited 

and the deadline for reservations with this special rate is April 30, 

2024.  There is also camping available at the John James 

Audubon State Park through Reserve America. 

 

 

For the registration form and more information 

please visit: kyroadriders.org 

 

 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/
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June 26th 2024 Wing’D Rider Rally: Information and 

Registration at wingdrider.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wingdrider.com/
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August 15-17 Kentucky Blast State Rally 

 
The 2024 Blast will return to the Danville 

showroom and the theme is: 70’s Hippie 

Bash-Peace, Love, and Motorcycles.  A 

block of hotel rooms are available at the 

Hampton Inn and Holiday Inn Express in 

Danville, KY.  The room rate is 

$129.00+tax.  Be sure and mention you 

are with the Wing’D Riders, KY Blast to get the special rate. 
 

For the registration form and more information, 

please visit: kyroadriders.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/
https://www.kyroadriders.org/
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State Educator’s Report 
 
Now that we have had a few months away from 

riding, let us test our knowledge about our favorite 

hobby.  The answers to the questions below can be 

found elsewhere in this newsletter, and at the 

Oregon DMV. 

 

1. How should you keep your body position when stopping quickly? 

              A. Knees against the tank and eyes up. 

              B. Knees away from the tank and eyes up. 

           C. Knees against the tank and wrists up. 

  2. If you must stop quickly while turning, a good technique is to:  

     A. Straighten the motorcycle, square the handlebars, and then stop. 

          B. Apply the front brake and increase your lean angle. 

         C. Apply brakes first and lean away from the turn. 

3. When swerving, it is important to:  

         A. Brake and swerve at the same time. 

         B. Swerve in the direction the hazard is traveling. 

         C. Separate braking from swerving. 

4. What is the only proven remedy to remove alcohol from your body? 

         A. Hot coffee.          B. Time.              C. Physical exercise. 

5. Prescription drugs: 

            A. Always help you ride safer             B. Are safe to use while riding. 

                           C. Can affect your ability to ride safely. 

6. To compensate for the slower reaction time in cold weather, you should: 

        A. Ride close to other vehicles.           B. Speed up.          

                          C. Increase your following distance. 

7. When choosing a helmet, for the best fit, make sure the helmet: 

          A. Loosely fits the top of your head. 

       B. Tightly fits at the base, loosely at the top. 

       C. Fits snugly all the way around your head. 

8. What type of riding gear provides the best protection:  

       A. Denim jeans.       B. Synthetic or leather clothing.    C. Cotton pants. 

9. Before every ride, it is important to: 

          A. Change the oil.                                B. Conduct a pre-ride check.    

                            C. Reset the odometer. 

10. How should you position your hands on the handgrips? 

        A. Keep the left wrist down.                  B. Keep the right wrist up. 

                           C. Keep your right wrist flat. 
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11. What is the “friction zone”? 

      A. Point on the clutch where the engine’s power begins to transmit to the rear wheel. 

 B. Point when the clutch warms up.     C. Point on the throttle where the engine’s power                            

begins to transmit to the rear wheel. 

12. To bring your motorcycle to a stop: 

   A. Squeeze the front brake lever gradually and drag your feet until stopped. 

 B. Grab the front brake lever and firmly press down on the rear brake pedal until stopped. 

   C. Squeeze the front brake lever and press down on the rear brake pedal gradually until   

stopped. 

13. What are the four steps for turning? 

    A. Slow, Look, Roll, Press.            B. Search, Evaluate, Decide, Execute. 

C. Evaluate, Accelerate, Brake, Roll. 

14. The biggest danger for a motorcycle in an intersection is: 

    A. Drivers tailgating you.              B. Drivers turning left in front of you. 

                                 C. Improper lane positions. 

15. In which portion of the lane should you position yourself? 

    A. The left portion of the lane.      B. The lane portion where you are most  likely to be 

seen.                         C. The right portion of the lane. 

16. What is an escape route? 

   A. An alternate path of travel you can take if a hazard develops. 

   B. A nearby roadway to take if traffic is heavy. 

   C. A safe place to stop when weather or roadway conditions are poor. 

17. What can you do to safely corner on a crowned road? 

    A. Lean your body to the left side of the road. 

    B. Ride in the right portion of the lane.      C. Use caution and slow down. 

18. When riding in strong wind: 

    A. Move away from other vehicles as they approach or pass you. 

    B. Ride close to other vehicles to shield you from the wind. 

    C. Lean away from the wind and lighten your hold on the handgrip. 

19. If a dog approaches your motorcycle, the safest thing to do is: 

     A. Slow down and downshift, then accelerate away from the dog as it approaches.                  

B. Speed up to get out of the dog’s reach.     C. Maintain your speed and position your 

motorcycle as far away from the dog as you can. 

20. Extra weight of a passenger or cargo will: 

A. Improve the way your motorcycle handles improving the handling characteristics. 

        B. Affect the way your motorcycle handles, requiring extra practice, preparation, and      

caution 

        C. Have no additional impact on the motorcycle’s maneuvering abilities. 

21. When you tell your passenger you are about to start from a stop, they 

should:                A. Tighten their hold.              B. Lean to the right side. 

                                             C. Move back in the seat. 
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22. If you need to avoid a collision while riding a three-wheel motorcycle, the best option 

may be:    A. Swerving.       B. Hard braking.  C. Accelerating. 

23. Entering a turn or curve too fast may cause the vehicle to: 

      A. Suddenly speed up.    B. Suddenly stall.    C. Cross into another lane of traffic. 

24. When riding three-wheel motorcycles in groups, ride: 

               A. In staggered formation.     B. In single file.    C. Beside other vehicles. 

25. When turning a three-wheel motorcycle: 

             A. Move back on the seat to increase rear wheel traction. 

             B. Counter steer to reduce lean angle. 

                C. Lean or shift your weight in the direction of the turn. 

 
 

Chapter A Monthly Meet!!  
2nd Saturday of the Month Roosters 

10430 Shelbyville Rd Louisville, KY 

40223     Eat at 11am Meet at Noon.  

 

Facebook page: Derby City Road Riders Louisville Ky and our website: 

chaptera.org  

 

Chapter A met Saturday February 9th. We had visitors from Chapter C 

and Chapter G in the house.  It was so nice to see everyone and Rick 

Cridlin, our State Director, was also there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/
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Marble Game Winner:                 
Tony Johnson had the winning 

ticket but did not draw the 

winning marble.  $120+ up for 

grabs next month!! 

                                       

                                                                            

50/50 Winners: 

1st Place Winner 

Miles Justice $26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2nd Place Winner 

Chanel Blue $25 

 
 (Thanks to all who played) 
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February Birthdays:     
 

Danny Drane February 5th 

Joan Mullineaux February 8th 

Miles Finley Justice February 17th 

Mike Falone February28th 

 

 

Anniversaries:         

 

 

 

 
Chapter A’s Next Meeting will be Saturday March 9th  

 
 

Training and Education Courses available at RPM 
Academy.  Click the link to see what they offer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://rpmacademy.net/
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State Couple of the Year/Individual of the Year 
Coordinators 
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State Couple of the Year and Individual of the Year 
Coordinators (cont.) 
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State Couple of the Year: Dean and 

Lora Miller  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
           COY/IOY 2024 Raffle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
 
   Click here to order the shirt! 
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State Individual of the Year: Miles Finley 

Justice 

 
By now most folks have probably heard what a great time was had by 
those of us who attended the annual Kentucky Road Riders 
Operations Meeting and post-meeting event in January. I wanted to 
share a bit about my experience this year. I was NOT at all 
enthusiastic when the theme of “Prom” was announced last year. 

Being of a certain age, I barely remember my prom which tells me it was nothing special. 
Further, I did not particularly enjoy high school – dealing with lots of annoying, immature 
folks (yep, that’s me now LOL), so I was not excited to harken back to those times. However, 
after talking with some other Chapter A members who were kind of getting into it and 
planning to make it their own, I decided to lean in as well. I spent way more money renting a 
tux than I ever intended but dang if it was not a ton of fun getting all dressed up and partying 
with KRR! In contrast to my high school peers, I really like the folks in KRR and had such a 
blast laughing and dancing and acting a fool with them all! Even cleaning up after the event as 
part of State Staff was fun. This experience has reminded me that having fun is really an 
attitude. Sure, there are things we each enjoy doing more than others based on out past 
experience, but if you embrace each opportunity with a positive attitude and view it as a 
unique opportunity to have a new or different 
experience, it almost always turns out better 
than you expect. So, I challenge each of us to 
lean into each new experience – you just might 
have one of the best times of your life! 
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Chapter A’s Couple of the Year 2024:  Tony Johnson and 

Debi Baldwin 
 
As I pondered what to write about this month, 
my mind jumps all over in both excitement and 
joy. The riding season is so close to ramping up 
again and I know that means wonderful 
adventures with great folks!   
 
Tony and I certainly enjoyed the recent State 
Operations Meeting. I enjoy being included in 
the overall planning of our organization and 
informed of things to come in the year ahead. I 

believe these things are key to reinforcing that all members of the organization are valued. 
Massive kudos to the entire State staff, especially Rick and Leah Cridlin!  It’s so obvious how 
much heart they put into our organization.  
 
I wasn't sure what to expect with the prom planned for the Ops Meeting initially but what a 
blast we had!  Of course, I had to put a twist on my and Tony’s prom outfits because…why 
not!?  And that was so fun!  Everyone looked so 
good!  Donita Nardi, Chapter G, really rocked her 
50s prom look!  The voting for “most likely” was 
tons of fun, too!  Thanks to everyone who voted 
me most likely to be the last one with my helmet 
on before a ride!  What can I say…..I even voted for 
myself! 
 
Tony and I look forward to seeing everyone across 
the State this year at the upcoming events as well 
as while we're escorting Monty around! 
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Chapter A’s Individual of the Year 2024: Chanel Blue 
 
This past month has been a riot, in the best way 
possible. Picture this: the end of January rolls around, 
and those of us who could decipher the location of 
the OPS meeting actually made it. There, amidst the 
secretive society of other chapters, we indulged in 
what I like to call 'extreme camaraderie'—a 
sophisticated term for cracking jokes and laughing 
until our sides hurt. Dull moments? Extinct. Spending 
time with the gang is like being in a sitcom: always a 
good time, never a rerun. 
 
Then, as if we were all part of a high school movie, 

we wrapped up the night with our version of the prom, Kentucky Road Rider style. 
Imagine a room full of folks looking so sharp, you'd think we were auditioning for 
the role of "Best Dressed" in a blockbuster. Of course, I might be wearing rose-
tinted glasses, but Chapter A? We were the main characters. The food was top-
notch, and the dance floor? Our personal marathon tracks. Many of us ladies had to 
liberate our feet from the tyranny of our shoes, myself included, because let's face 
it, we were born to boogie. 
 
The DJ took us on a time-traveling adventure with music from every era. 
Occasionally, we'd encounter a tune so ancient or obscure, we had to Google it just 
to make sure it wasn't composed by dinosaurs. It's wild how music has evolved from 
the 1920s to today, yet it still has the power to drag everyone—flappers and TikTok 
era alike—to the dance floor. 
 
As we inch closer to warmer days, I'm buzzing with excitement to hit the road again, 
hang with the chapter, and dive into more events. I'm also eyeing that "Individual of 
the Year" title with Zeke the Zebra as my sidekick. Together, we're plotting 
adventures that might just make history—or at least, an entertaining blog post. 
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Rider Ed/Answer key 
 
1. A. Knees against the tank and eyes up. 
2. A. Straighten the motorcycle, square the handlebars, and then 
stop. 
3. C. Separate braking from swerving. 
4. B. Time. 
5. C. Can affect your ability to ride safely. 
6. C. Increase your following distance. 
7. C. Fits snugly all the way around your head. 
8. B. Synthetic or leather clothing. 
9. B. Conduct a pre-ride check. 
10. C. Keep your right wrist flat. 
11. A. Point on the clutch where the engine’s power begins to 
transmit to the rear wheel. 
12. C. Squeeze the front brake lever and press down on the rear 
brake pedal gradually until stopped. 
13. A. Slow, Look, Roll, Press. 
14. B. Drivers turning left in front of you. 
15. B. The lane portion where you are most likely to be seen. 
16. A. An alternate path of travel you can take if a hazard 
develops. 
17. C. Use caution and slow down. 
18. A. Move away from other vehicles as they approach or pass 
you. 
19. A. Slow down and downshift, then accelerate away from the 
dog as it approaches. 
20. B. Affect the way your motorcycle handles, requiring extra 
practice, preparation, and caution. 
21. A. Tighten their hold. 
22. B. Hard braking. 
23. C. Cross into another lane of traffic. 
24. B. In single file. 
25. C. Lean or shift your weight in the direction of the turn. 
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KY State Newsletter:  kyroadriders.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/newsletters/
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                  Area Chapter Meetings in the Bluegrass State: 
 
 
   Chapter A                    2nd Saturday of the month @ Roosters, 10430 Shelbyville Rd. 

Louisville KY                         11:00am Lunch.  Meeting begins at Noon.  

40223                                         

 www.chaptera.org 
 

   Chapter C                       3rd Saturday of the month @ Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd. 

    Lexington KY                         11:00am Lunch.  Meeting begins at Noon.             
    40509 
    www.kybluegrasswings.org 

 

Chapter G                         2nd Tuesday of the month @ American Legion Post 4, 8385 US                                    

Florence KY                        Hwy42. Eat at 6:00pm(Bring your own food)  Meeting begins 7p 
    41042 
   www.chapterg.org 
 

   Chapter K                    1st Saturday of the Month @ Henderson Diamond Echo Lanes, 1698 

Henderson KY                       Second St.  Henderson, Ky. Meet@11:30am. Eat at noon.                                                                                                                                 
42420                                                                                                             CENTRAL TIME  

 
   Chapter S     Varies between 1st and 2ND Sunday of the month @ Shoney's,                                             

  Elizabethtown KY                        1046 Executive Dr.  4:00pm Dinner.  Meeting begins 5:00pm.  
  42701 

 
   Chapter T                            3rd Saturday of the month Giovanni’s pizza 261 Court St 

Paintsville KY                          Eat at 5pm. Meeting begins 6:00pm.  
41240 
 

   Chapter Y                              1st Thursday of the month @ Majestic Family Restaurant,                                                              

   Mayfield KY                                700 S. 6th Street.  6:00pm dinner.  Meeting begins 7:OOpm  

   42066                                                                                               CENTRAL TIME 
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Chapter G has the Traveling Plaque. It will be available at their meeting 
on 2/13/2024 at the American Legion Post 4, 8385 US Hwy 42 in 
Florence, KY.  They eat at 6pm (bring your own food) and meet at 7pm.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
          Traveling Plaque Rules can be found by clicking here 
 

         Check out our Webpage: chaptera.org     

 
 
 
 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/traveling-plaque/
https://chaptera.org/

