Derby City Road Riders

Louisville, Kentucky
Chapter A October 2025

Officers and Staff:

Chapter Directors: Ray and Angela Taylor

Assistant Chapter Directors: Kent and Karen Risen
Ride Coordinator\Webmaster: Kent Risen

Assistant Ride Coordinator: Don Price

Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Miles Justice
Treasurer: Brenda Snook

Newsletter Editor: Karen Risen

Patches\Shirt Coordinator: Alice Scifres

Couple of the Year: Alice and Neal Scifres
Individual of the Year: Cindy Simpkins

Dlrector S Track

It is hard to believe that this year is coming to an end.
This riding season has been less than desirable to say
the least.

Last Saturday we were able to take a ride to Polly
Freeze for a great desert after our monthly meeting.
! It was a relatively short ride but felt great to be out
o “ o ke with some fall breeze blowing into our face. This last
year we either had 98 degrees temperature or heavy rain which does not make for
enjoyable riding.

I sure hope that the coming year is more suitable for riding.

I am also looking forward to Kent’s next Saturday ride to Spring Mill Park in Mitchell IN.
I hope that the rain will hold off for this ride. We are certainly due for a good weather ride.

I have talked to several people, and all agreed that we miss our September multiday
ride. Suggestions are now being received by Kent to start putting something together for
next year.




Only one more meeting and then the Christmas party and this year will be over.

We should also be thinking about the Chapter A OPS meeting. I guess that we can
discuss this at the November meeting.

I hope that everyone is able to get some good Fall riding in before the real cold weather
moves in. Stay safe out there and hope to see you out on the road soon.

Ray and Angela Taylor

¢ Assistant Director’s Track

Fall is here and it’s our favorite time to ride. We have had some
great weather lately and have been lucky enough to get out and
ride. Chapter A had a great ride to Bard’s Burgers in Covington,
Ky where we met up with some friends from Chapter G. We had
an Ice cream ride across the River to Polly’s Freeze in Indiana
after our October meeting and then the following day we took the
nice curvy back roads down to Chapter S in Elizabethtown, Ky
for their October Chapter meeting. It was a beautiful weekend with amazing scenery. We
know that soon the bike will be sitting in the garage during the cold and gloomy winter
months, so we want to make the most of the end of the riding season.

Chapter A has been scattered in different areas this past month with people traveling to
different parts of the planet, but we hope to be back riding together soon for some beautiful
fall foliage rides. And remember, just because people are on vacation any member can step
up and organize a ride. Also, if anyone has any ride suggestions for this time of year or next
year, please let our awesome ride Coordinator Kent Risen know so we can make those
happen.

We will see you out on those curvy back roads!!

Kent & Karen Risen




" As temperatures drop, your motorcycle battery
\ faces a tougher environment. Cold weather
i slows chemical reactions inside batteries and
3 " ) increases the power demand to start engines,
% N _ making proper care essential. A little
maintenance in the fall can prevent frustrating no-start situations in the winter.

N

Why Batteries Struggle in Winter

When temperatures fall, the power output of lead-acid and AGM batteries
decreases significantly. At around 32°F, a fully charged battery may deliver only
about 65-70% of its rated capacity. At the same time, cold engines require more
cranking power to start. This combination can quickly reveal a weak or neglected
battery.

Keep It Fully Charged

One of the simplest ways to extend your battery’s life is to keep it at or near full
charge. Cold drains batteries faster, and even a slight drop in charge can make
starting difficult.

Use a quality smart charger or maintainer to maintain optimal voltage when the
vehicle isn’t being ridden or driven regularly.

Avoid overcharging. Modern smart chargers adjust automatically and can stay
connected safely for extended periods.

Check the Terminals

Corrosion and loose connections make winter battery issues worse. Inspect
terminals for white or greenish buildup and clean them with a wire brush or
baking soda solution.




Make sure the terminals are tight and coated with a thin layer of dielectric grease
to prevent moisture from causing corrosion.

Store in a Warm, Dry Place

If your motorcycle is outside for the winter, remove the battery and store itin a
cool (but not freezing), dry location. A garage or basement shelf is usually best,
keep it off bare concrete to minimize temperature swings.

Periodically check the voltage or leave it connected to a maintainer.

Test Before the Cold Hits

A simple voltage check can reveal a lot about your battery’s health. A fully
charged 12-volt battery should read around 12.6 volts or higher. If it’s consistently
low or can’t hold a charge, consider replacing it before winter strands you.

Don’t Ignore Parasitic Drains

Even when a vehicle is off, small electronic systems may draw power. Over weeks
of inactivity, that can deplete the battery. Disconnect the negative terminal or use
a quick-disconnect system if the vehicle will sit unused. Alternatively, keep the
battery on a maintainer.

Final Thoughts

A weak battery can turn a cold winter morning into a major hassle. By keeping it
charged, clean, and protected from the elements, you’ll avoid most winter
starting issues and extend your battery’s overall life. A little attention now can
save a lot of trouble later.

Kent Risen




= Chapter A Membership Enhancement

Miles Justice Copycat Challenge

Located at:
1700 Research Drive
Jeffersontown, KY 40299

2 02 5 C h apter Visits . (It's at the of Reseach Drive and Bluegrass Parkway)
October Chapter S

Kentucky




2025 Chapter A Ride Schedule:

Upcoming rides depending on the weather and
everyone’s availability:

The Schoolhouse Restaurant &
e oAl General Store-Camp Dennison, OH

Z.aharakos Ice Cream Parlor and
Museum-Columbus, IN

d Spring Mill State Park-Mitchell, IN
Grist Mill, Caves, Pioneer village.

= Saturday October 18" @10am-meet
@Valero gas station on River Road

Kentucky River Rambler Railway and
Underground Railroad-Spring 2026

All rides listed are tenatative and subject to change to due to weather,
participation, or availability!! Please check with Chapter A or our facebook
page for the most recent updates and ride information!! You can find more up to
date information for future rides on Chapter A’s Facebook page or website: chaptera.org
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/

Chapter A past rides:

Bard’s Burgers Covington, Ky

We had a nice ride to Bard’s Burgers and Chili in Covington, Ky.
Steve and Lesley from Chapter G met up with us for lunch. It was
a great time with great friends!!

B




Kentucky State Events:

2025 Ky State Events:

Rick and Leah
Cridlin

Kentucky State
Directors

State Fall Ride 10/17/2025-10/20/2025

2026 Ky State Events:

Ky State Winter Warm up-January 30*"&31

Ky Ride In-hosted by Chapter C in Lexington, Ky- info coming

soon

Ky Blast-back at General Butler State Park- info coming

soon

For more info please visit: kyroadriders. org



https://www.kyroadriders.org/

State Educator’s Report

NOTE: For those of you paying attention, I screwed up
and put October’s article in September’s newsletter
because someone is awesome and always has their
article done way early!! My apologies to Rick for
swapping the articles, the following article was
September’s. For those not paying attention, well you
didn’t notice anyway. Carry on.

Rick and Kim
Artmayer Karen Risen

State Educator

“Tt takes a village ™ How many times have yvou heard this in yvour lifetime?” How many times
have vou said it yourself? Commonly, this proverb emphasizes that it takes the collective
support of community involvement in the development of a child to be happyv, healthy, and well
adjusted. Uncommonly, I think this phrase can also be used in consideration of any personal or
group development. This month let us explore and reflect on this idea to get a sense of its
meaning .

The root of this idea is in the word community. From Dictionary.com we find the following
information (edited for space considerations):
com-mu-ni-ty

a '1::13!::-‘:'113‘d'E"f
noun
- a group of people living 1n the same place or having a particular characteristic in
COTNNoNn.
- the people of a district or country considered collectively, especially in the context of
social values and responsibilities.
- a feeling of fellowship with others_ as a result of sharing common attitudes, interests, and

goals.

From the Merriam-Webster we also get simnilar information:
- a unified body of individuals: such as the people with commeon interests living in a
particular area
- a body of persons of common and especially professional interests scattered through a
larger society

And from the Cambridge Dictionary:
- the people living in one particular area or people who are considered as a unit because
of their common interests, social group, or nationality

When I was researching this month’s article, I also came across the following chart that shows

the use of the word community in various written forms of communication during the last few
hundred years.

I joined GWEERA KY Chapter G in 2009 because [ was looking for a group of people with whom




I could nide and learn about motorcycles and motorcycling. I had been to a few rallies, but to
each one [ went by myself, because I only wanted to take advantage of the demo rides the
factories offered there. And I had never camped (not even once) until I joined Chapter G. I had
no 1dea what to expect or what to bring or how to act.

needed, and willing to pool and share resources so no one was left at a disadvantage. Everyone
taking their turn at a booth or task so that evervone could experience some fun or relaxation
duning the event. Everyone willing to use their unique talent to add their one piece so the puzzle
was completed without any one person doing all the work.

The KRR 2025 Blast has just been entered into the history books. For me, 1t was a great
experience and a prumne example of all three examples of community: camping, rally, and niding.
The village this year seemed a little bit smaller, but the willingness of the people to share the
work and the resources, to step up when others falter, was still alive. I look forward to the next
rally, camping opportunity, and group ride so I can continue to help those in need. and know that
if I am the one that needs the help, someone will step up, share their unique talent, and be there
for me.

Richard Artmayer
KY District Educator

Chapter A monthly meet!!

005‘&9]5 2nd Saturday of the Month Roosters
ATN.AsaL ot 10430 Shelbyville Rd Louisville, KY
40223 Eat at 11am Meet at Noon.

Chapter A met Saturday October 11™ Rick and Leah were our only visitors
but we had fun anyway. After the meeting there was an ice cream ride to
Polly’s Freeze in Georgetown, Indiana. A good time was had by ALL!

Facebook page: Derby City Road Riders Louisville Ky and our website:

chaptera.orgo

1(



https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/

s 50/50 Winners: Steve Snook $10

Lora Miller $10

Marble Game:

Dean Miller had the winning ticket but did not draw the winning

marble. $179+ up for grabs next month! Better luck next time and
thanks for playing!
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Happy Birthday! Birthdays:
O w2 ¥ No October birthdays

.
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VoV Anniversaries:

Kent & Karen Risen  October 13t
Ray & Angela Taylor October 17th




. 4 Chanel Blue/Individual of the Year
'. : 2024 Chanel's Mental Health Moment:

Cindy Simpkins Individual of the Year 2025

| hope everyone has been enjoying the milder weather and taking the opportunity
to get in some nice rides. The leaves are starting to change, and it should be some
beautiful riding soon. | have been unable to ride since the Blast due to my bike
being out of commission. This has given me the opportunity to get in a lot more
highway riding though, so there’s a plus’s side.

I recently got my bike back, sol am
looking forward to some nice rides.
With so many people out on vacations
we haven’t had many fall rides. | look
forward to us being able to get more
riding in soon.

Everyone stay safe.

1<




Dean’s:
“Did You Know?”

With Halloween just around the
corner Ever wonder about skulls and
their place among the biking
environment? Why do so many bikers
embrace the skull as part of their
culture? Is it because the skull is

seen as a symbol of death and
mortality and bikers try to live
fearlessly, and at times reject societal
norms? It's bean used by pirates
in the past to portray both power
and death. It’s also often used as a
symbol (skull and
crossbones) for hazardous
materials.

Many bikers wear skull
rings perhaps to let people
know that they’re living life to
its fullest and by their own
rules. While others even
incorporate the skull into their
bikes turning them into actual
pieces of art.

What ever the reason behind the skull is it will always be
enmeshed in the biker way of life

1!




QOI"‘
What did the queasy pumpkin say? "l don't feel so gourd.
What do you call a big jack-o'-lantern? A plump-kin.

Where do pumpkins live? Over in the seedy part of town.

Why are jack-o'-lanterns so smart? Candles make them bright.

What is black, white, orange, and waddles? A penguin holding a
pumpkin.

Where does a pumpkin preach? From the pulp-it.

What do adventurous pumpkins do for fun? They go bungee gourd
jumping.

What did the orange pumpkin say to the green pumpkin? "You're
looking a little sick”

What did one pumpkin say to the other? "Happy Hollowing!"

Why do pumpkins sit on people's porches? They have no hands to

knock on the door.

Why do pumpkins perform so poorly in school? They had all their

brains scooped out.
What kind of romance stories do pumpkins enjoy? A mushy romance.

What's the problem with eating too much pumpkin pie this time of

year? You'll get autumn-vy ache.

When asked how he was feeling, what did the pumpkin say? "I'm vine,
thank you!"

1¢




Get on the Level

Level System

Basically there are four levels: Rider Education Levels Program
1. Safety by Commitment

. Safety by Education “THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF RIDER EDUCATION

2
3. Safety by Preparedness
4. Safety by Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness

Level 1: Safety By Commitment
Rid | Co-Rid 2 :

« The expressed commitment of the Rider or Co-Rider to strive for and practice safe riding.

Level 2: Safety By Education
« Have 5,000 safe miles.
« Have a current motorcycle license.
« Have completed an approved on-bike Rider course within the past three years.
-Rider i nts:
« Have 5,000 safe miles.
+ Have completed an approved Two-Up Rider course or GWRRA Co-Rider seminar within the past three years.

Level 3: Safety By Preparedness
Rid ; 3
« Completed a formal approved on-bike Rider Course within the past three years.
« Maintain current First Aid, CPR or MEDIC First Aid certifications.
o Carry a First Aid kit on the motorcycle.
Co-Rid g i
« Completed an approved Two-Up Rider course or GWRRA Co-Rider seminar within the past three years (a
sanctioned PLP is not allowed to be used for this Level).
« Maintain current First Aid or CPR or MEDIC First Aid certifications.

Level 4: Safety By Commitment and Preparedness
Rider requirements:
« Have been current in Level Ill for at least one full year.
« Have ridden a minimum of 25,000 safe miles.
« Be current in both First Aid and CPR certifications.
» Wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding.
» Proper riding apparel, a.k.o.: proper riding “geor” will include, at @ minimum, a DOT (FMVSS 218)/Snell (M2010) /
ECE 22.05 approved helmet (approved standard applicable to the local area), eye protection, long sleeved jacket/
shirt (no “riding pull on/off sleeves”), long legged sturdy pants, full fingered gloves and over the ankle footwear.
Some have coined the acronym ATGATT standing for All the Gear, All the Time.
Co-Rider requirements:
« Have been current in Level Il for at least one full year,
« Have ridden a minimum of 25,000 safe miles.
« Be current in both First Aid and CPR certifications.
o Wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding (see definition in the Rider section above).




KY State Newsletter: kyroadriders.org

Team Kentucky

State Directors

Rick and Leah Cridlin

kyroadriderdirector{@gmail.com.

Assistant State Directors

Dan and Rita Bondurant

asgistant director@kyroadriders.org

State Educator

Rick Artmayer

ky.de.educator@gmail.com

|University Coordinator

Rick Artmayer

trainer roadriders.or

state MEPC

Dean, Lora, & Miles

mepc@kyroadriders.org

2024 Couple of the Year

Jim and Kay Bryan

coy(@kyroadriders.org

2024 Individual of the Year

Ron Harper

ioy{@kyroadriders.org

COY Coordinators

Dean, Lora & Miles

COY Coordinator@kyroadriders.org

State Treasurer

Jerry and Luanne Williams

treasurer{@kyroadriders.org

State Ride Coordinators

Bruce and Kathy Hensley

State Vendor Coordinators

Ray and Kathy Conrad

rconrad@wkybb.net

State Webmaster Roger Early webmaster@kyroadriders.org
State Pins & Patches John Keiter | pins_patches@kyroadriders.org
State Newsletter Donita Nardi newsletter editor@kyroadriders.org

Road Riders

Kentucky

1¢



https://www.kyroadriders.org/newsletters/

Area Chapter Meetings in the Bluegrass State:

KENTUCKY ROLD RIDERS

Chapter A—Loulsville

Chapter C—Lexington

Chapter G — Northern KY

Chapter K—Henderson

Chapter 5 — Elizabethtown

Chapter T — Paintsville

Chapter Y—Mayfield

Meets the 2" Saturday

Roosters, 10430 Shelbyville Road #7
Louisville, KY 40065

Eat at 11:00 am—Meet at 12:00pm

Meets the 3rd Saturday

Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd.
Lexington, KY 40509

Eat at 11:00am—Meet at 12:00pm

Meets 2nd Tuesday

American Legion Post 4

8385 US Hwy 42

Florence, KY 41042

6:00pm Bring your own dinner to eat and sodalize—Meet at
7:00pm

Meets 1st Saturday

Echo Lanes

1608 Second 5t.

Henderson, KY 42420

Meet at 11:30am (CT)— Eat at 12:00pm (CT)

Moeets 1st or 2nd Sunday (check State Calendar)
Shoney's

1046 Executive Dr.

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Eat at 4:00pm—Meet at 5:00pm

Meets 3rd Saturday

Giovanni's Pizza

261 Court 5t.,

Paintsvile, KY

Eat at 5:00pm—Meet at 6:00pm

Meets 1st Thursday

Majestic Family Restaurant
700 5 Bth 5t

Mayfield, KY 42066

Eat at 6:00pm—Meet 7:00 (CT)




Traveling Plaque

Chapter C has the Traveling Plaque. It
§ will be available at their next meeting on
— 10/25/25(rescheduled this month) at

? Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd, Lexington,
# KY. They eat at 11am and meet at noon.

Traveling Iaque Rules an be found by clicking here

Check out our Webpage: chaptera.org

chaptera,org HOME NEWSLETTERS EVENTS CALENDAR PHOTOS FEED FEEDBACK FACEBOOK FORUM



https://www.kyroadriders.org/traveling-plaque/
https://chaptera.org/

