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       Derby City Road Riders                                    
                  Louisville, Kentucky     

                                    Chapter A   October 2025 
Officers and Staff:                        
 

Chapter Directors: Ray and Angela Taylor 
Assistant Chapter Directors: Kent and Karen Risen                                                                      

Ride Coordinator\Webmaster: Kent Risen 
Assistant Ride Coordinator: Don Price 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Miles Justice                                                 

Treasurer:  Brenda Snook 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Risen 

Patches\Shirt Coordinator:  Alice Scifres  

Couple of the Year: Alice and Neal Scifres 

Individual of the Year:  Cindy Simpkins 

 

 

Director’s Track               
 

It is hard to believe that this year is coming to an end. 

This riding season has been less than desirable to say 

the least. 

 

Last Saturday we were able to take a ride to Polly 

Freeze for a great desert after our monthly meeting. 

It was a relatively short ride but felt great to be out 

with some fall breeze blowing into our face. This last 

year we either had 98 degrees temperature or heavy rain which does not make for 

enjoyable riding. 

 

I sure hope that the coming year is more suitable for riding. 

 

I am also looking forward to Kent’s next Saturday ride to Spring Mill Park in Mitchell IN. 

I hope that the rain will hold off for this ride. We are certainly due for a good weather ride. 

 

I have talked to several people, and all agreed that we miss our September multiday 

ride. Suggestions are now being received by Kent to start putting something together for 

next year. 
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Only one more meeting and then the Christmas party and this year will be over. 

 

We should also be thinking about the Chapter A OPS meeting. I guess that we can 

discuss this at the November meeting. 

 

I hope that everyone is able to get some good Fall riding in before the real cold weather 

moves in. Stay safe out there and hope to see you out on the road soon. 

 

Ray and Angela Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Director’s Track 

 
Fall is here and it’s our favorite time to ride. We have had some 

great weather lately and have been lucky enough to get out and 

ride. Chapter A had a great ride to Bard’s Burgers in Covington, 

Ky where we met up with some friends from Chapter G. We had 

an Ice cream ride across the River to Polly’s Freeze in Indiana 

after our October meeting and then the following day we took the 

nice curvy back roads down to Chapter S in Elizabethtown, Ky 

for their October Chapter meeting. It was a beautiful weekend with amazing scenery. We 

know that soon the bike will be sitting in the garage during the cold and gloomy winter 

months, so we want to make the most of the end of the riding season. 

 

Chapter A has been scattered in different areas this past month with people traveling to 

different parts of the planet, but we hope to be back riding together soon for some beautiful 

fall foliage rides. And remember, just because people are on vacation any member can step 

up and organize a ride. Also, if anyone has any ride suggestions for this time of year or next 

year, please let our awesome ride Coordinator Kent Risen know so we can make those 

happen.  

 

We will see you out on those curvy back roads!! 

 

Kent & Karen Risen 
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Ride Coordinator         Kent Risen 
 
As temperatures drop, your motorcycle battery 
faces a tougher environment. Cold weather 
slows chemical reactions inside batteries and 
increases the power demand to start engines, 
making proper care essential. A little 

maintenance in the fall can prevent frustrating no-start situations in the winter. 
 
Why Batteries Struggle in Winter 
 
When temperatures fall, the power output of lead-acid and AGM batteries 
decreases significantly. At around 32°F, a fully charged battery may deliver only 
about 65–70% of its rated capacity. At the same time, cold engines require more 
cranking power to start. This combination can quickly reveal a weak or neglected 
battery. 
 
Keep It Fully Charged 
 
One of the simplest ways to extend your battery’s life is to keep it at or near full 
charge. Cold drains batteries faster, and even a slight drop in charge can make 
starting difficult. 
 
Use a quality smart charger or maintainer to maintain optimal voltage when the 
vehicle isn’t being ridden or driven regularly. 
 
Avoid overcharging. Modern smart chargers adjust automatically and can stay 
connected safely for extended periods. 
 
Check the Terminals 
 
Corrosion and loose connections make winter battery issues worse. Inspect 
terminals for white or greenish buildup and clean them with a wire brush or 
baking soda solution. 
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Make sure the terminals are tight and coated with a thin layer of dielectric grease 
to prevent moisture from causing corrosion. 
 
Store in a Warm, Dry Place 
 
If your motorcycle is outside for the winter, remove the battery and store it in a 
cool (but not freezing), dry location. A garage or basement shelf is usually best, 
keep it off bare concrete to minimize temperature swings. 
 
Periodically check the voltage or leave it connected to a maintainer. 
 
Test Before the Cold Hits 
 
A simple voltage check can reveal a lot about your battery’s health. A fully 
charged 12-volt battery should read around 12.6 volts or higher. If it’s consistently 
low or can’t hold a charge, consider replacing it before winter strands you. 
 
Don’t Ignore Parasitic Drains 
 
Even when a vehicle is off, small electronic systems may draw power. Over weeks 
of inactivity, that can deplete the battery. Disconnect the negative terminal or use 
a quick-disconnect system if the vehicle will sit unused. Alternatively, keep the 
battery on a maintainer. 
 
Final Thoughts 
 
A weak battery can turn a cold winter morning into a major hassle. By keeping it 
charged, clean, and protected from the elements, you’ll avoid most winter 
starting issues and extend your battery’s overall life. A little attention now can 
save a lot of trouble later. 
 
Kent Risen 
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Chapter A Membership Enhancement 
Miles Justice 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2025 Chapter Visits:   
October Chapter S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Editor’s desk    Karen Risen 
 

The Newsletter is here to keep the members of Chapter A 

informed. I want to continue to thank the people that write 

newsletter articles each and every month and take pictures. 
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2025 Chapter A Ride Schedule:  
 

Upcoming rides depending on the weather and 

everyone’s availability: 

 

The Schoolhouse Restaurant & 

General Store-Camp Dennison, OH 

 

 

 

Zaharakos Ice Cream Parlor and 

Museum-Columbus, IN 

 

 

 

Spring Mill State Park-Mitchell, IN 

Grist Mill, Caves, Pioneer village. 

Saturday October 18th @10am-meet 

@Valero gas station on River Road 

 

 

Kentucky River Rambler Railway and 

Underground Railroad-Spring 2026 

 

 

 
All rides listed are tenatative and subject to change to due to weather, 

participation, or availability!!  Please check with Chapter A or our facebook 

page for the most recent updates and ride information!!   You can find more up to 

date information for future rides on Chapter A’s Facebook page or website: chaptera.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/
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Chapter A past rides:  

 

Bard’s Burgers Covington, Ky 
 

We had a nice ride to Bard’s Burgers and Chili in Covington, Ky. 
Steve and Lesley from Chapter G met up with us for lunch. It was 
a great time with great friends!! 
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Kentucky State Events: 
 

2025 Ky State Events: 
State Fall Ride 10/17/2025-10/20/2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2026 Ky State Events: 
Ky State Winter Warm up-January 30th&31st 
 
Ky Ride In-hosted by Chapter C in Lexington, Ky- info coming 

soon 

 
Ky Blast-back at General Butler State Park- info coming 
soon 
 

For more info please visit: kyroadriders.org 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/
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State Educator’s Report 
NOTE: For those of you paying attention, I screwed up 

and put October’s article in September’s newsletter 

because someone is awesome and always has their 

article done way early!!  My apologies to Rick for 

swapping the articles, the following article was 

September’s. For those not paying attention, well you 

didn’t notice anyway. Carry on. 

Karen Risen 
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                         Chapter A monthly meet!! 

 
     2nd Saturday of the Month Roosters  

     10430 Shelbyville Rd Louisville, KY  

     40223     Eat at 11am Meet at Noon.  

 
Chapter A met Saturday October 11th.  Rick and Leah were our only visitors 

but we had fun anyway. After the meeting there was an ice cream ride to 

Polly’s Freeze in Georgetown, Indiana. A good time was had by ALL! 

 

Facebook page: Derby City Road Riders Louisville Ky and our website: 

chaptera.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/
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 50/50 Winners:           Steve Snook $10 

 

  Lora Miller $10                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

                             

 

Marble Game: 

Dean Miller had the winning ticket but did not draw the winning 

marble. $179+ up for grabs next month!  Better luck next time and 

thanks for playing! 
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THE AFTER PARY:  Polly’s Freeze, Georgetown, IN 
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      Birthdays: 

 

No October birthdays 

 

 

 
    

   

                                            Anniversaries:   
 

  Kent & Karen Risen      October 13th 
  Ray & Angela Taylor      October 17th 
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Chanel Blue/Individual of the Year  
2024     Chanel's Mental Health Moment: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cindy Simpkins Individual of the Year 2025 
 
I hope everyone has been enjoying the milder weather and taking the opportunity 
to get in some nice rides. The leaves are starting to change, and it should be some 
beautiful riding soon.  I have been unable to ride since the Blast due to my bike 
being out of commission. This has given me the opportunity to get in a lot more 
highway riding though, so there’s a plus’s side. 
 

I recently got my bike back, so I am 
looking forward to some nice rides. 
With so many people out on vacations 
we haven’t had many fall rides. I look 
forward to us being able to get more 
riding in soon.   

Everyone stay safe.   
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KY State Newsletter:  kyroadriders.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/newsletters/
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                  Area Chapter Meetings in the Bluegrass State: 
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Traveling Plaque 

 
 
Chapter C  has the Traveling Plaque. It 
will be available at their next meeting on 
10/25/25(rescheduled this month) at 
Roosters, 2640 Richmond Rd, Lexington, 
KY. They eat at 11am and meet at noon. 
Hope to see you there! 
 
 
 
 

 
 Traveling Plaque Rules can be found by clicking here 

 
 

 Check out our Webpage: chaptera.org     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/traveling-plaque/
https://chaptera.org/

