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       Derby City Road Riders                                    
                  Louisville, Kentucky     

                                    Chapter A   November 2025 
Officers and Staff:                        
 

Chapter Directors: Ray and Angela Taylor 
Assistant Chapter Directors: Kent and Karen Risen                                                                      

Ride Coordinator\Webmaster: Kent Risen 
Assistant Ride Coordinator: Don Price 

Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Miles Justice                                                 

Treasurer:  Brenda Snook 

Newsletter Editor:  Karen Risen 

Patches\Shirt Coordinator:  Alice Scifres  

Couple of the Year: Alice and Neal Scifres 

Individual of the Year:  Cindy Simpkins 
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Director’s Track      

          
Well, it has finally happened. Snow flurries and 

temperatures in the 20s. This is a sad day, but I 

looked at the long-range weather report and that 

caused me to put on a happy face. Temperatures will 

be near 70 degrees by the end of next week. As long 

as they didn’t put any salt down, I will fire the bike 

up and get all the riding in that I can.  

 

I know that some people put their bike up for the winter, but I keep mine ready just in case. 

I have heated gear but have rarely used it. I find that layering up keeps me comfortable 

without overheating. I have always been comfortable down to freezing temperatures.  

Below that I really don’t enjoy riding unless I have an interesting ride to a destination. It is 

always helpful to have a tarp with you in case you must lay in a ditch for 3 hours at 32 

degrees. Yes, that was one of my adventures! 

 

Being able to ride an occasional day sure breaks up the winter blues. The other way to 

ride in the winter is to buy vehicles for different weather situations like Don does. I 

sometimes envy him. 

 

Even though Winter seems to last forever, recently I have found that it is passing quicker 

then I remember in past years. It may be my age, but I don’t mind short winters now. 

Soon it will be our Christmas Party, then our Black-eyed Pea run, then our OPS 

meeting, and then the State Winter Warmup. Our new monthly meetings start again in 

January. Looking at it from this perspective, winter will pass very quickly. 

 

Hope to see you out on the road during the good days and remember to take care of 

your maintenance issues during this down time and be ready for Spring. 

 

Remember to drive safely and remember that you must adjust for your conditions, 

especially during the winter. Have a good Holiday Season and see you soon. 

 

Ray and Angela Taylor 
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Assistant Director’s Track 

 
Well as I write this Old man winter has reared his ugly head. 

Our nice fall temperatures have plunged into the twenties! 

YUCK! I was not ready for this nonsense yet and had to watch as 

my beautiful pots of Impatiens outside my office window slowly 

went from a bursting bundle of color to a drooping frozen pitiful 

mess. They look how I feel with the cold days encroaching upon 

us. Sadly, our riding season has come to an end. 

 

Although we probably wont be doing a lot of riding in the upcoming months, we do have 

our Chapter Christmas party and Ops meeting coming up and then the State Ops meeting 

in January so those are all fun things to look forward to. If we can’t get out and ride at least 

we can talk about rides and be ready when the weather turns nice again. Another positive 

thing about the winter months is that it is a time to hopefully relax and reflect on the past 

year and decide if there are any things we want to do differently the following year. This 

can pertain not only to riding but to all the other aspects of life and things we do whether 

it’s hobbies, work, family responsibilities, etc. So, when we are stuck in our warm homes 

the next several months, we can plan new things for the coming year and hopefully be 

refreshed when it’s time to do them! 

 

Kent & Karen Risen 
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Ride Coordinator         Kent Risen 
 
The lines on the road do more than divide lanes, 
they keep everyone moving safely and signal 
what’s coming next. A quick refresher never 
hurts, especially for riders who live in the 
passing lane. 

 

White Lines = Same Direction 
 
Broken white: You can change lanes safely. 
Solid white: Stay put, lane changes are discouraged. 
Double white: No lane changes allowed. 
 

Yellow Lines = Opposite Directions 
 
Broken yellow: Passing allowed when clear. 
Solid next to broken: Pass only if the broken line is on your side. 
Double solid: No passing, period. 
 

Other Markings to Know 
 
Center turn lane: Two solid lines with broken ones inside, for left turns only. 
White arrows & diamonds: Directional or carpool lanes. 
Orange lines: Temporary markings in construction zones, follow these first. 
 
Lane markings aren’t just paint; they tell you how to ride and what to expect. 
They tell you when traffic might merge, where there are curves, and where the 
danger zones are. Reading the road markers makes for smoother, safer, and 
better rides. 
 
Kent Risen 
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Chapter A Membership Enhancement 
Miles Justice 

 
Hello, fall y’all! The chill is definitely in the air signaling the winding 
down of regular riding season. Of course, there should be the 
occasional warmish dry day over the next few months enabling 
some impromptu rides but most likely no more advance planned 
group rides. Speaking of group rides, our State Ride Coordinators 

Bruce and Kathy Hensley certainly put together a great state ride in October. Although Mark 
and were only able to ride 2 of the 4 days, it was such a fun time! There was great weather on 
those days, beautiful scenery, including plenty of turning leaves, and, of course, 
delicious food. Best of all, incredible fellowship with members from across the state. 
This was definitely the highlight of the ride for me. Only one other Chapter A member 
was able to join us for the ride, hopefully, we will have another state ride next season 
and more of our members will be available to participate. 
 
Rick and Leah have just shared information about and the registration form for the 
upcoming Ky Winter Warm Up (January 30 & 31). It is now available on the KRR 
website kyroadriders.org. I expect this to be a wonderful no-bike gathering for 
fellowship and learning with our KRR friends. There will be games, food, educational 
and planning sessions, and a fun Olympic-themed activity Saturday evening. 
Additionally, the State MEPC group will be sharing updates to the Newsletter 
Competition and the COY/IOY program. I hope everyone plans to attend this newly- 
revamped event. 

 
In my absence at the September meeting, Cindy, Lora 
and Dean handled the MEPC 
duties. They advised that there were no entries for 
last month’s copycat challenge. 
They also introduced this month’s picture – the 
Scooby Van (aka Mystery Machine) generally parked 
at Signarama at 9824 Bluegrass Parkway. 
Congratulations to this month’s winner Dean & Lora 
Miller.  
 

Since we will be having a Christmas party in December rather than a chapter meeting, this 
was the last copycat challenge until March, 2026. As always, if anyone has ideas/suggestions 
for ways in which we can improve your enjoyment of your participation with Chapter A, 
please feel free to submit those anytime to legaleaglejustice5@gmail.com. See you soon! 
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2025 Chapter Visits:   
 

 

 

 
Editor’s desk    Karen Risen 
 

The Newsletter is here to keep the members of Chapter A 

informed. Thanks to our members who contribute to the 

Newsletter each month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025/2026 Chapter A Ride Schedule:  
 

 

 

The Schoolhouse Restaurant & 

General Store-Camp Dennison, OH 

 

 

Zaharakos Ice Cream Parlor and 

Museum-Columbus, IN 
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Kentucky River Rambler Railway and 

Underground Railroad-Spring 2026 

 

 

 
All rides listed are tenatative and subject to change to due to weather, 

participation, or availability!!  Please check with Chapter A or our facebook 

page for the most recent updates and ride information!!   You can find more up to 

date information for future rides on Chapter A’s Facebook page or website: chaptera.org 

 
 

 

Chapter A past rides:  

 

October 18 Ride to Spring Mill State park  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/
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Kentucky State Events: 
 
 
2026 Ky State Events: 
 
 
Ky State Winter Warm up-January 30th&31st 
 
Ky Ride In-hosted by Chapter C in Lexington, Ky- info coming 

soon 

 
Ky Blast-back at General Butler State Park- info coming 
soon 
 

 

 

 

For more info visit the KRR website: kyroadriders.org 

 

https://kyroadriders.org/
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State Educator’s Report 
 

 Fuel Part 1 

 

Rider education is more than just learning and practicing 

tips and techniques on how to handle your motorcycle to 

keep yourself and others safe. It is also about learning how 

to maintain your health and the health of your motorcycle. 

One of the many things that is required for good health is 

a fresh supply of fuel. 

  

By definition, a fuel is: 

1) A combustible matter used to maintain a fire to create heat or power 

    2) Something that gives nourishment 

    3) An energy source for engines, power plants, or reactors 

    4) Something that sustains or encourages 

 

The riders and co-riders of motorcycles, most of whom are human, have 

varying tastes and needs when it comes to fuel to keep them healthy. But they 

all share one thing in common, the need for water. The adult human body is 

in fact up to 60% water. While not a fuel per se, water is consumed by the 

body and needs to be replenished on a regular basis. Fortunately, modern 

society provides a plethora of different sources of clean water for human 

consumption. 

 

Most motorcycles produced today still use gasoline for fuel. 

Gasoline is a petroleum-derived product comprising a mixture of 

liquid aliphatic and aromatic hydrocarbons, ranging between C4 

and C12 carbon atoms with the boiling range of 30–225°C. It is 

predominantly a mixture of paraffins, naphthene, aromatics and 

olefins. Originally gasoline was known as a byproduct of the 

production of kerosene and discarded by burning or dumping as 

waste. With the advent of the automobile, gasoline became 

valuable, and by 1911, more gasoline than kerosene was sold. 

 

Today we have three main grades of gasoline typically available at 

retail fuel stations: regular, midgrade, and premium. The difference 
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between the grades of gasoline is the octane rating. This rating is 

an indication of how well the fuel will resist spontaneous 

combustion inside the cylinder, also known as pre-ignition or 

engine knock. Some companies have different names for these 

grades of gasoline, like regular, unleaded, mid- 

grade, medium, super, premium, or super premium, but every grade 

will indicate the octane rating. The lowest octane rated gasoline is 

usually the least expensive, but that does not mean it is the best 

value. Vehicle manufacturers recommend the grade of 

gasoline for use in each model of their vehicles. Using a lower rated 

fuel risks engine damage, while using a higher rated fuel usually 

does not provide any additional performance. 

 

In addition to the grade of motor gasoline, the formulation of 

gasoline may differ, depending on the location where it is sold or 

the season of the year. Federal and state air 

pollution control programs that aim to reduce carbon monoxide, 

smog, and air toxins require oxygenated, reformulated, and low-

volatility gasoline. Some areas of the country are required to use 

specially formulated gasoline to reduce certain emissions, and the 

formulation may change during winter and summer months. These 

area-specific requirements mean that gasoline is not the same 

everywhere. Gasoline produced for sale in one area of the United 

States might not be authorized for sale in another area. 

 

The main difference between winter- and summer-grade gasoline is 

vapor pressure. Gasoline vapor pressure is important for an 

automobile engine to work properly. During winter months, vapor 

pressure must be high enough for the engine to start easily. In the 

summer, lower vapor pressure is required in many areas to reduce 

air pollution. Gasoline evaporates more easily in warm weather, 

releasing more volatile organic compounds that contribute to health 

problems and to ground-level ozone and smog. To cut down on 

pollution, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requires 

petroleum refiners to reduce the vapor pressure of gasoline during 

the summer.  

Be sure to tune in next month for Fuel Part 2. 
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                         Chapter A monthly meet!! 

 
     2nd Saturday of the Month Roosters  

     10430 Shelbyville Rd Louisville, KY  

     40223     Eat at 11am Meet at Noon.  

 
Chapter A met Saturday November 8th, look how much fun Don had ya’ll! We 

had visitors from Chapter G and a potential new member for Chapter A that 

had visited previously. After the meeting there was an ice cream ride to Dairy 

Queen near Madison, Indiana. A good time was had by ALL! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook page: Derby City Road Riders Louisville Ky and our website: 

chaptera.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/chapteraky
https://chaptera.org/
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 50/50 Winners:   Ray Taylor $15          

   

                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Snook 

$15 
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Marble Game: WINNER$$$$$ 

 Lora Miller had the winning ticket and drew the winning marble! She 

won $190!! WAY TO GO LORA!!$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE AFTER PARY:  DQ 
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      Birthdays: 

 

Dean Miller     November 1 

 

Angela Taylor November 10 

 

 
    

   

                                            Anniversaries:   
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KY State Newsletter:  kyroadriders.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/newsletters/
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                  Area Chapter Meetings in the Bluegrass State: 
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Traveling Plaque 
 
Chapter G  has the Traveling Plaque. It will be available at their next 
meeting on 11/11/2025. They moved the location to Chuy’s, 6825 
Houston Rd. Florence, Ky. They will eat at 6pm and meet at 7pm. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Traveling Plaque Rules can be found by clicking here 

 
 

 Check out our Webpage: chaptera.org     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.kyroadriders.org/traveling-plaque/
https://chaptera.org/

